THE HoMILETIC MONTHLY 


Vol. XVIII OCTOBER, 1917 No. | 














Sermons for the Month of November 





THE FEAST OF ALL SAINTS 
BY THE REV. C. C. MARTINDALE, S.J., M.A. 


“I am come that they may have life, and have it more abundantly.”—John, 
x, 10. 


SYNOPSIS —1. In the Saints, the life possible to humanity reaches tts high- 
est quality and quantity. 


_ 2. This is the supernatural life of Grace, which is in Our Lord as in 
its over-brimming source, and in Christians by their union with Him. 


3. The Church therefore is an organism living by this supernatural 
life, though it has not yet reached its full vital development. 


4, In each soul ‘ ‘in grace,” this life is triumphing ; in the ever- -increasing 
multitude of “saints” whose feast 1s kept to-day, that triumph is assured; 
in us, it is still precarious. In the Church as a whole, the triumph is still 
to come. 


5. Our mind to-day, therefore, must be filled with gratitude, that we 
possess that life in germ; with humble fear, lest we allow it to wither ; 
with exultation, that in so many it has blossomed and borne imperishable 
fruit; and with eagerness that we may join actively in promoting the 
great Consummation. 


1. The “vitality” of Saints. 


In worldly dialect, to call a man a “saint” is to speak slight- 
ingly of him, and to accuse him of being but half a man. We 
visualize something anzmic, timid, with no initiative or push; we 
see him as a “dead and alive.” Religious art is not guiltless here. 
The thunderbolt personality of St. John, the fiery spirit of St. 
Aloysius, the fierce enterprise of Francis Xaxier, for whom no 
continent was large enough, are cancelled by their languishing, 
dyspeptic images. 

Yet in the Saints is achieved Life at its highest power, and 
above all, Life in its highest quality. 
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Breeding of dogs and horses show us to what strengths and 
beauties life, in those animals, can attain. Science, Art, and deal- 
ings with his fellowmen, develop the human possibilities in a 
man to an unguessed degree. But as no breeding of dog or horse 
can ever develop in them the life of an artist or scientist or poli- 
tician, so no perfection of civilization can ever lift humanity into 
that super-human way of living which is the Christian’s, and of 
which the Saints are the triumphant examples. That life is the 
gift of Christ: from Him it comes, and He it is who nurtures 
it. “I am come that they may have life, and have it more abun- 
dantly.” 


2. Christ the Source of the Christian’s Life. 


Unless then we are arrogant enough to assume that all the pos- 
sibilities of life are exhausted by the developed life of maz, it 
follows that there may be higher kinds of life, and our aspiration 
instantly leaps towards attaining them. To our desire corre- 
sponds Christ’s declaration. Nor is this “more abundant” life of 
which He speaks any mere metaphor or pious and poetical fancy. 
First, it is His own substantial life. St. John’s gospel is the pane- 
gyric of Christ as Life. His is a Life by nature and from eternity 
complete, being God’s own life: “I am the Life,’ He repeats. 
But further, ‘of His fullness all we have received”: He is Bread 
of Life, Water of Life, Living Vine, and Resurrection from death 
itself. “That which comes to exist in Him is Life! By union 
then with Him, Christians are made to share in a new kind of 
life, His own; one sap, one blood flow through Him and them; 
He is head, they members, of one body; as between His divine 
and human natures an indissoluble wedlock has been celebrated, 
so that He is, in truth, one person, so Christ and Christian are 
espoused, and are become one flesh. In the Supper-room He pro- 
claimed with reiterated emphasis this Unification, through Him- 
self who was both God and man, of Himself, and God, and Man. 
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3. The Church develops, as an organism, under the law of this 


her immanent Life. 


Those then, in whom one life flows, are united with one an- 
other as parts of an organic whole. No tribe of the “lower cul- 
ture’”—savages, as we foolishly call them—ever realized itself as 
one compact mass of flesh, bones, and blood, so truly or vividly 
as Christians can and should conceive of themselves as one living 
reality. But neither as individuals, nor as members of the Cath- 
olic Church, have we yet attained to our fulfilment or perfection. 
Even the human body, under the impulse of its vital energy, takes 
time to achieve maturity and to develop its full bulk and powers. 
It reaches its prime: then the life-current flags, and the body 
shrinks, fails, and falls to pieces. But the soul is by nature inde- 
structible, and, since it is in the soul that the supernatural life 
primarily resides, it is immortalized.a second and a better time by 
grace, and need never dwindle from whatever richness of develop- 
ment God may call it to. And in the world at large, the life widens 
and deepens and fulfils itself until the Church shall have reached 
the “full stature of Christ.” Who knows how far she may be, to- 
day, from childhood, how advanced towards maturity? To the 
end she will contain, it is true, elements of imperfection. Not till 
the last day shall the ill weeds be uprooted from her field, the 
poisonous fish cast from her net, the sheep separated, for all to 
see, from among the goats. But neither in the mass of all human- 
ity can her work be seen as finished—for all her attributes or 
“notes” are active; her sanctity is sanctifying; her universality 
is no mere business of geography, just as her unity is no dead 
interior self-identity: her life-energy flings itself world-history- 
wide, and embraces all nature everywhere, and assimilates it, and 
alchemizes it, and works it into her destined unification. But not 
yet is this accomplished. Still the leaven is at its secret work: 
still must come dawn and dusk, and shower and sunshine, and 
the owner of the field must sleep and he must wake; even though 














4 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 





the blade be green above the earth, not yet is the harvest (Mark, 
iv, 26-28). 


4. In individuals, not yet in the entire Church, the Life has 
triumphed, 


Weare, then, to-day, at a point in a process. We are not at the 
beginning, nor by any means are we at the conclusion. We are 
not new-baptized, nor, presumably, need we ask to-day for the 
Last Sacraments. The Church is no longer in the Catacombs; 
still less, perhaps, is she ready for the full splendor of her As- 
sumption, and her enthronement beside her Spouse. Yet for 
some, the fulness of personal triumph has already come. They 
are the Saints whom we joyfully remember on this day. In 
them, grace is turned into glory; they have finished their course; 
for them, no more discipline of temptation or lessoning of sin and 
renewed endeavor; no more, even, the exultant pain of Purga- 
tory: they have “woken up in His likeness” and are “satisfied” 
with it. Their myriads can be marshalled in no calendar ; no mis- 
sal nor breviary can contain their innumerable names; thought at 
every street corner each had his chapel, enough new altars would 
not have been built for priests, multiplied ten thousandfold, to 
offer, to their praise, a yearly Mass. Far from the destined sum 
as their totality may yet be, still is that reckoning already beyond 
reckoning : each day, and to-day, has added to its starry battalions, 
and it is in triumph at the thought of this that we celebrate, each 
year, All Saints. 

Yet, as I said, Saints in their Heaven live but by a Life which 
is in substance our own already: ours we hold precariously, and 
may lose it, in them it is confirmed and indefectible; but it is the 
same life, being Christ’s: in the Communion of the Saints, since 
in Him we communicate, already we can share; to-day’s feast 
is in a true measure our feast, and the Heaven of the Saints is 
already in our hearts, whose home, again, is that Heaven which 
is the Sacred Heart. 
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5. How, then, must we celebrate “All Saints” ? 


On the feast, then, of All Saints, we must have in our heart a 
strange variety of emotions. First, a wondering gratitude that 
we do possess the supernatural Life of Christ, here and now, in 
these souls of ours, of which, often enough, we are scarcely con- 
scious, so thick is the cloud of illusion and worldly preoccupation 
which suffocates our spiritual sense. It were cruel to Christianity 
not to preach, brood over, and utilize this its supreme doctrine of 
the actual life in us of supernatural grace and union with Christ. 
We have no right to omit it. We dare not. It is of the essence 
of the Christian’s faith—of the priest’s message. Paul preached 
it to converts raw from paganism; Augustine cried it aloud amid 
the decadent Roman Empire; and barbarian hordes not slowly 
welcomed what culture closed its ears to. If the thought be not 
familiar to us, we must wrestle with it till it becomes so. And 
how should it not, since God wills we should assimilate it, and 
exultantly understand, in our capacity, and consciously utilize, 
what in fact we spiritually live by? But with anxious awe we 
must remember that we may uproot that germ, or suffer it to go 
unfed, unwatered, and withering, or poison it by unbelief, or 
scythe it down by sin. Appalling vision!, that the essential life 
in us, the soul of our soul, may die, and we not heed it, but go 
through the world, walking corpses! Please God, that shall not 
be so: fly to your brother Saints; challenge their rapture; force 
them—yet there is no need of force—to remember that they were 
once as you, that their citizenship in Heaven was not always, as 
now it is, secured; claim their cooperation; or rather, present 
yourselves ready to their passionate desire to see you safe with 
them, the full developed man, the supernatural man, occupying 
each your proper place as elements in the completed Christ. 

And, dare I say, the best way to ensure this your own develop- 
ment, and assuredly the best way to identify yourselves with their 
happiness and work, is to labor earnestly for others; strive to be 
Saints, so as to sanctify. Sweet and terrible thought, that no man 
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lives or dies to himself alone! From me, in whom is CHRIST, 
the Source of life, living waters flow. Woe to me, if I check 
them or defile them! From contact with a Catholic, each alien 
should go away feeling it more easy, more desirable, to become a 
Catholic. By contact with a Christian, each man should feel he 
has been in touch with Christ. From our modern world, the 
name of Christ is being ousted. I have known children who, on 
seeing a Crucifix, fancied it was some threat of the punishment 
they should suffer, were they disobedient. I have known a not ill- 
educated man who gained, in middle life, all the knowledge he had 
ever had of Christ’s history, from a chance film upon a cinema. 
Yes, I have known a chaplain—Anglican, then—forbidden by his 
ecclesiastical superiors to carry the Crucifix where soldiers lay in 
agony, because “depressing subjects’ were not wanted in the 
wards. The Cross! our only hope and the assurance of our 
crown! 

Catholics! with you the future lies! Christ’s future; the 
Heaven-to-be ; the fulfilling of the number of All Saints. God is 
Life; in Christ it springs as in a fountain; on to you its drops 
have fallen; into you it has sunk; from you again it must leap 
forth, with the rainbow in its spray, and refresh the whole 
parched world till it become God’s garden. 
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TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


CONFIDENCE IN GOD 


BY THE REV. THOMAS P. PHELAN, LL.D. 


“Be of good heart, daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole.”—Matt., ix, 22. 


SYNOPSIS :— 


I. The testimony of God the Father, the deposition of John the 
Baptist, His miracles and doctrines prove Christ was the Messiah. 


II. The Scribes and the Pharisees oppose Him and influence the people 
against Him. 


III. Faith of Jairus and of the woman with the issue of blood and 
their reward. 


IV. The Church of Christ assailed by irreligious leaders, His doc- 
trines denied, His people seduced. 


V. Faith and confidence in Christ and His Church will raise up the 
sinner from the death of sin to the life of grace. 


The long centuries of weary waiting and hopeful expectation 
were at an end. The heavens had opened and rained down the 
Just One, and all Israel awaited His manifestation. The preach- 
ing and baptising of John brought multitudes to the banks of 
the Jordan to do penance and to prepare for the Kingdom of 
God. The proud Pharisees sent messengers to interrogate the 
new prophet as to his identity and mission. “I am not the Christ, 
I am not Elias, I am not the Prophet,” confessed the humble 
John. “I am the voice of one crying in the wilderness, make 
straight the way of the Lord. There shall come one mightier 
than I, the latchet of whose shoe I am not worthy to loose.” 
From the mountains of Judea came a young man seeking bap- 
tism, and as the Precursor stooped to pour the waters on the 
newcomer, the grace of God enlightened him and he saw be- 
fore him the Expected of Nations. In his humility he ex- 
claimed, “I ought to be baptised by Thee and comest Thou to 
me?” “Suffer it to be so now,” said Jesus. “For it becometh 
us to fulfill all justice.” And the heavens opened and the spirit 
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of God came down like a dove on the head of the baptised, and 
the voice of the Father proclaimed, “This is my beloved Son in 
Whom I am well pleased.”” The Baptist had fulfilled his mis- 
sion, the Desired of Centuries had come, the regeneration of 
Israel was near. ‘Behold the Lamb of God, behold Him who 
taketh away the sins of the world.” Prepare yourselves to re- 
ceive the new King, the Saviour of man, cried the herald: “Every 
valley shall be filled, every mountain and hill shall be brought 
low, and the crooked shall be made straight and the rough ways 
plain; and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” 


After His baptism in the Jordan and the forty days’ retreat 
in the desert, Christ began His public mission. On the grassy 
hillsides, along the shores of the lakes, in the public squares, 
beneath the porticos of the temple, eager crowds gathered to 
hear the words of piety and wisdom which fell from His Divine 
lips. The Samaritan woman and her fellow-citizens were moved 
to tears when He spoke to them of penance and the Kingdom of 
Heaven, and saluted them not as aliens and idolators, but as 
brethren and children of God. The publicans and sinners, out- 
casts and enemies of orthodoxy, conversed with Him on friendly 
terms, and sat with Him at table. Andrew and John, Disciples 
of the Baptist, followed after the new Master. Simon and 
Philip forsook their nets to become fishers of men. Nathaniel, 
meditating beneath the fig tree, felt the influence of His per- 
sonality and came to His side. Nicodemus, Pharisee, theologian 
and member of the Sanhedrim, came by stealth to hear His 
inspired doctrines. He changed water into wine at the wedding 
feast of Cana. He healed the paralytic at the pool of Bethesda. 
He expelled the unclean spirit from the sufferer at Capharnaum. 
He cleansed the leper at Bethsaida. He rescued the son of the 
ruler from the jaws of death. The promises of the Baptist were 
literally fulfilled: “The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, the dead rise again, the poor have the Gospel preached 
to them.” 





SERMONS FOR THE MONTH OF NOVEMBER 9 


The testimony of God the Father, “This is my beloved Son,” 
the deposition of the Precursor, “Behold the Lamb of God,” the 
stupendous miracles and the sublime doctrines of the Master made 
little impression on the leaders of Israel. The Scribes and Phari- 


sees had suppressed the living, moral teachings of the Law, sub- 
stituting useless commentaries and puerile observances. Ex- 
ternal religion was practiced with scrupulosity verging on fanat- 
icism, but internal sanctification was ignored or despised. Christ 
rebuked them for their extreme exclusiveness and hypocritcal 
formalities and stigmatized them as ‘““Whitened sepulchres, which 
outwardly appear to men beautiful, but within are full of dead 
men’s bones and all filthiness’ (Matt., xxiii, 27). The Sad- 
ducees, sceptical and worldly, mingled with the pagans, imitat- 
ing their follies and vices. Christ denounced their indecent 
morals, their revolting materialism, their political theories. 
These haughty and irreligious leaders vowed vengeance on the 
Nazarene and inspired their followers to deride His doctrines 
and obstruct His mission. His assumption of Divinity was re- 
garded as blasphemous. His references to His death and Resur- 
rection, presumptions: “Six and forty years was this temple in 
building and wilt thou raise it up in three days?” (John, ii, 20). 
The healing of the infirm man at the pool of Bethesda on the 
Sabbath day, and the command of the Master, “Arise, take up 
thy bed and walk,” were violations of the law of God. His 
claim that God was His Father, that He was equal to Him in 
all things aroused all their angry passions and caused them to 
clamor for His blood. His intimacy with publicans and sinners 
at Capharnaum caused them to cry out: “Why do you eat and 
drink with publicans and sinners” (Luke, v, 30). His friends 
and neighbors at Nazareth, though admiring His eloquence and 
learning, were filled with envious surprise and later with violent 
hatred: “How came this man by all these things? Is not this 
the carpenter, the son of Mary, the brother of James and Joseph, 
and Jude and Simon?” (Mark, vi, 1-3). And in their rage they 
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wished to kill Him. So the Son of God who yearned to gather 
His children around Him, “As the hen doth gather her chickens 
under her wing,” was rejected by His own brethren, His miracles 
derided, His doctrines scorned. 


However, all Israel did not concur in the evil designs of the 
doctors of the Law. Great crowds followed the Master, listening 
to His heavenly doctrines, astonished and awed by the wondrous 
manifestations of His power. The sorrowful and afflicted sought 
Him, beseeching help and consolation, and never were they dis- 
appointed. As He was banqueting in the home of Matthew, the 
newly converted publican, Jairus, a ruler of the temple, came up 
and adored Him, saying: “Lord, my daughter is just now dead, 
but come, lay Thy Hand upon her, and she shall live.” Seeing 
the wondrous faith which filled the heart of the father, Jesus 
rose up and followed him. As they approached his abode a 
messenger came announcing that the maid was dead. The ruler, 
though saddened by the mournful tidings, still believed in the 
power of God and the intercession of His prophet. Entering 
into the house, Christ found the mourners lamenting, the mu- 
sicians playing funeral dirges. “The damsel is not dead, but 
sleepeth,” said the Lord; and the multitude laughed Him to scorn. 
But the sorrowing father, filled with faith in the goodness of God, 
followed Him to the death chamber where the maid, attired in 
sombre garb, was reclining on the bier. “Maid, arise,” was the 
command of Jesus. At the sound of that Divine Voice she arose 
and threw aside the burial garments. The flush of health crim- 
soned her wan cheeks, a sweet smile wreathed her pallid lips. 
The Lord presented her to her happy parents, who gave thanks 
to God for His wondrous mercy. Peter and James and John 
were filled with awe; the multitude was astonished and began to 
acclaim the greatness of the Master. But He commanded silence 
and made His way to the seashore. The eager and enthusiastic 
crowd still following, He went aboard a ship and fled away from 
the admiration of the multitudes. The confidence of Jairus in 
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the mercy of God was rewarded, his daughter was rescued from 
the portals of the tomb. 

As the Master proceeded towards the house of Jairus a pale, 
delicate woman followed in His footsteps. For twelve years she 
had endured a loathsome malady which sapped her strength and 
made her legally impure, according to the Mosaic law. Medical 
skill was powerless to succor her, and without resources, aban- 
doned by her husband and family, her condition was pitiable. 
God was her only hope. The wonderful stories of the new 
Prophet who had arisen, healing the sick and raising the dead to 
life, had reached her ears; filled with confidence in God’s mercy 
she cried out, “If I shall but touch His garment I shall be healed.” 
Impeded by the crowds, she reached Him with difficulty, and 
timidly touched the tassel that hung from His cloak. ‘Who is 
it that touched Me,” asked Jesus, “For I know that virtue is 
gone out from Me.” Filled with confusion and shame the poor 
sufferer fell on her knees and admitted that she had touched the 
hem of His garment. Jesus seeing her wondrous faith said to 
her: “Take courage, daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole.” 
And the woman was made whole from that hour. Early Chris- 
tian tradition associates her with Bernice or Veronica, testifying 
before Pilate in defense of the accused Saviour, and presenting 
Him with a towel on the journey to Calvary. She became a 
member of the infant Church, and in memory of her miraculous 
cure erected a statue in her native town depicting the scene, 
which survived until the reign of Julian the Apostate. 

During the three years of His missionary career the Saviour 
ministered to the suffering and sorrowful, consoling the afflicted, 
healing the sick, raising the dead to life. From His Divine lips 
fell the words of piety and wisdom and the Heavenly doctrines 
which brought many to the Kingdom of God and have been the 
guide and solace of the human race during the bitter centuries. 
Scorn, calumny and suffering were His reward. His own re- 
jected Him, and on Calvary’s height the sacrifice was consum- 
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mated—the Lamb of God immolated for the salvation of the 
world. He rose triumphant from the tomb and ascended glori- 
ously into Heaven. To His beloved children He left His Church, 
with the Twelve Apostles as messengers, to carry the light of the 
Gospel to every nation. Christ was its leader, the Holy Spirit 
its vivifying principle. Yet leaders as proud and presumptious as 
the Scribes and Pharisees of old, denied His teachings, cor- 
rupted His doctrines, deceived the little ones of His flock and led 
them to worship at strange altars and to practise false cults. The 
ministers of Christ were calumniated and persecuted even unto 
death. Yet in every generation the Lord performed wonders for 
His suffering people as stupendous as in Gospel days; and be- 
lievers, as robust in their faith as Jairus and Bernice, attested 
His wondrous powers and confessed the Divinity of His Church. 
The history of the past will be the history of the future. As 
Christ’s doctrines were denied, so the teachings of His Church 
will be scorned and rejected. As the Master suffered, so must 
the disciples. Yet the sufferings of this world are as nothing 
compared to eternal bliss. “For I reckon that the sufferings of 
this time are not worthy to be compared with the glory to come, 
that shall be revealed to us” (Rom., viii, 16-18). ‘For unto this 
are you called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving you 
an example that you should follow His steps” (1 Peter, ii, 19-21). 


In the life of every individual Christian crises arise as danger- 
ous and as threatening as those narrated in the Gospel history. 
Sin, most loathsome of all spiritual maladies, brings desolation 
to his soul and makes it unclean in the eyes of God. Human 
- remedies are ineffectual, God is his only hope. Confidence in 
Christ, faith in the efficacy of the Sacraments will cleanse his 
soul from sin and make it pleasing in the sight of the Lord. If 
the sinner have but a tithe of the faith that animated the woman 
with the issue of blood, Christ will heal his ailments: ‘Take 
courage, thy faith hath made thee whole.” And he will be 
restored to the love and friendship of the Master. He may have 
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sunk in the abyss of despair, and given up all hope. Spiritually 
dead, his only hope is in God. If he only have the confidence of 
Jairus, the Lord will say to him, “Arise,” and casting off the 
foul garments of sin, he will appear once more clothed in the 
baptismal robe of innocence and purity. “Let us therefore go 
with confidence to the throne of grace, that we may obtain 
mercy and find grace in seasonable aid” (Heb., iv, 15-16). Sin 
came into this world with the first representatives of the race, 
and will endure until the last man passes away. Faith in God 
must be his protection against this dread malady. His only hope 
is to love, serve and hope in Him who has said: “I am the resur- 
rection and the life: he that believeth in Me, although he be dead, 
shall live, and every one that liveth and believeth in Me shall not 
die forever’ (John, xi, 25-26). 





TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(FIFTH AFTER EPIPHANY) 


SPIRITUAL SLEEP 
BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, O.P. 


SYNOPSIS :— 


I, What is Spiritual Sleep? 
(a) Not the state of mortal sin. 
(b) Listlessness with regard to activities around us. 
(c) Foolhardiness in disregarding impending dangers. 
(d) Willingness to do only essentials. 
. How Does God View It? : 
(a) Despises it, because it is a waste of His gift, time. 
(b) Resents it, because, being “a jealous God,’ He demands our 
entire serviee. 


. Dangers of Spiritual Sleep. 
(a) Impedes the full operation of grace. 
(b) Easily leads to mortal sin. 
Since every sentence and phrase of Holy Scripture is filled 
with deep dogmatic, moral and mystical teachings, we can always 
find it profitable to select some short clause from the general 
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context for a careful study of the lessons it contains. Now, in 
the Gospel for to-day our Divine Saviour speaks of the husband- 
man who, having sown good seed in a clean soil, was dismayed, 
when it had sprung up, to find it filled with cockle. And our 
Lord goes on to say that it was whilst the husbandman was asleep 
that his field was oversown with tares. We must obviously con- 
clude that had this man—who knew well the unscrupulousness 
of his enemies—resisted his natural impulse to sleep, he would 
never have had to mourn the loss of his field’s full yield. 

And as the drowsiness of the husbandman was the cause of 
his losses, so our lack of watchfulness over ourselves is the reason 
why we do not report in full measure the merits which our 
length of days, our countless opportunities and our manifold 
graces give us grounds to expect. Spiritual sleep is the root- 
cause of two-thirds of the spiritual half-failures in this world. 

I. (a) Now what, precisely, is spiritual sleep? First of all, 
we must keep in mind that it is not the condition of the man who 
lives in mortal sin. That is, in the full sense of the word, spiritual 
death. For we know that every grave, deliberate sin, being an 
act of rebellion against Almighty God, is a ruthless severance of 
our relations with Him. In the state of mortal sin, we are as 
little in a position to give forth the fruits of grace as an electric © 
bulb is able to give light when the circuit is broken. 

Spiritual sleep has all the characteristics of natural or bodily 
sleep. The sleeping man possesses his faculties, indeed, but for 
the time being their action and play are suspended. He cannot 
think. He cannot plan. He is entirely oblivious of the things 
that take place around him. He cannot protect himself from the 
dangers that may be impending from storms or fires or robbers 
or earthquakes. Whilst the principle of life continues active 
within him, he is outwardly, to all intents and purposes, dead to 
the world and its many activities. 

(b) Now, the first characteristic of spiritual sleep is a listless- 
ness and indifference towards the main concern of life, which, as 
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every Catholic knows, is the salvation of his soul. Because God 
made man free, it is man’s bounden duty to exercise his every 
faculty to cooperate with God’s great designs upon him. He 
must be on the alert to make everything subserve his soul’s sal- 
vation. Nothing is so small or insignificant in life but that it 
can be turned to his spiritual advantage. But the sleeping Cath- 
olic is not much concerned about his soul. He is satisfied with 
well enough. He boasts that so long as he succeeds in keeping 
out of mortal sin he is doing his Christian duty. He forgets that 
the Saviour’s words, “Be ye perfect as your Father in Heaven is 
perfect,” were addressed, not to the Apostles alone, but to all His 
followers even to the end of time. Whilst he may be quick to 
learn the things, manners and fashions of the world, he takes no 
pains to heed the warnings of his conscience or to understand the , 
deeper spiritual meanings of life. He deliberately tarries on a 
low spiritual level, without attempting to lift his eyes to higher 
' spiritual planes. 


(c) As a consequence of his blurred, holden vision, the sleep- 
ing Catholic disregards the many dangers that surround him. 
He knows well enough from Holy Scripture, and also from his 
own experience, that pitfalls lie everywhere in his path. But, 
little disturbed by this knowledge, he dallies with danger, when 
he does not actually court it. Though he has fallen seventy- 
seven times seven times before a certain shaft of the Evil One, 
he flatters himself that he will certainly be able “this time” to 
escape unharmed. He has brought himself to believe that the 
Church’s teaching with regard to the occasions of sin is meant 
for the timid and scrupulous only. And is it not true, he says 
to himself, that the vigilance of the saints over themselves must 
be taken as something intended for specially chosen souls?— 
among whom he has humility enough not to count himself! He 
was never meant to be more than just an average Catholic, and 
it would be presumption on his part to aspire to higher ways of 
Christian living. 
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(d) Hence, he will perform only those things that are of 
strict obligation. The “fine points” of the Gospel, as he calls 
them, were never meant for him. Of course, he would never 
dream of missing Mass on Sundays; but he always goes to the 
early Mass, at which there is no preaching. He would not re- 
main away from his yearly Communion; but frequent, even daily, 
Communion is meant for priests and nuns only. He is never 
found at Benediction or any of those special services held during 
the week, simply because attendance at them is not binding under 
pain of sin. In a word, he has a mortal dread of being classed 
amongst “the pious kind,” forgetting that the constant exercise 
of piety calls for a great deal of virility and strength of character, 
over and above grace. He tries his best to make himself forget 
that on a very solemn occasion of his life he renounced the devil 
and all his works and all his pomps, and that the orthodox teach- 
ing of the Church is that there is but one Heaven for all the saved. 

II. (a) If every normal man looks with contempt upon the 
man who idly and foolishly fritters away his life, we can easily 
understand with what disgust Almighty God views spiritual 
sleep. First of all, it is a reckless squandering of one of the 
most precious of His gifts. We know very well that He gave 
us our life without any merits of our own. We have no claim 
to existence. Therefore, our time does not belong to us. It is 
merely a talent intrusted to us, with which we must trade, so as 
to return it tenfold to its Owner. 

Now, the sleeping Catholic exercises sovereign domain over 
his days. Instead of doing the work imposed upon him by Al- 
mighty God, which is nothing else than securing the salvation of 
his soul, he tries his best to occupy himself as little as possible 
with it. He may be a keen, alert business man, but in the matters 
of his soul he is slack and indifferent. He forgets that on Judg- 
ment Day he will be called upon to give account not only of 
every idle word, but also of every idle moment and every lost 
opportunity. On the rare occasions when he honestly faces the 
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naked condition of his poor soul, he excuses himself by saying 
that the fight for existence in these modern days engages all his 
energies and attention, ignoring the fact that he spends several 
hours each day in idle conversation, in reading the newspapers, 
attending the “movies,” or enjoying other forms of recreation. 


(b) It naturally follows from this that the sleeping Catholic 
never stops to consider that Almighty God, being “a jealous 
God,” demands, and deserves, our entire service. Now, we need 
no proof that Almighty God has from the very beginning been 
all in all to us. Not only did He give us our life, not only did 
He buy us back from the slavery of the devil, not only did He 
lift us up to the state of friendship with Himself by the com- 
munication of the Holy Spirit, but He has ever thrown around 
us the protecting shelter of His love. And in return He asks 
for but one thing: “Son, give Me thy heart!” 


The ugliest aspect of spiritual sleep, therefore, is to be found 
in the fact that it is at least a partial rejection of God’s great 
love for us. If there is one person in this world whom every 
noble-hearted man condemns, it is the ingrate who has no mem- 
ory or feeling for kindnesses received. If there is nothing that 
hurts the tender heart of a mother as much as the ingratitude of 
a well-beloved son, then surely there are few things that wound 
more sharply the Sacred Heart of Christ than the forgetfulness 
and indifference of those children whom He has “bought with a 
price.” The whole purpose of Christ’s coming was that “you 
may have life, and have it more abundantly.” Not, indeed, the 
life of the body, but the life of the soul through grace. Now, 
grace causes an augmenting of charity, or the love of God, in 
our souls. That we might love Him, not in an impersonal, ab- 
stract way, but as a friend, well-known, well-tried, Christ ap- 
peared in bodily form amongst us, and continues His life in a 
teal though mystic manner upon our altars. He is lifted up in 
our midst, “that He may draw all things unto Himself.” But 
the sleeping Catholic does not hear the Master’s Voice speaking 
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to us through the lattice-windows of the world. He makes little 
account of those many advances of the Divine Lover which are 
meant to draw him closer and closer to the Sacred Heart. He 
prefers to listen to the words of the world rather than to the 
words of God. While he does not turn his back directly upon 
Christ, he snubs Him. And if there is one thing that stabs a 
loving heart—more, perhaps, than a sharp blow—it is a deliber- 
ate snub. 

III. (a) If, then, the sleeping Catholic treats our Lord so 
shabbily, he has himself alone to blame if the good Master, whilst 
not cutting off completely the living fluid of grace, diminishes 
its supply notably. Since Almighty God made us free, He will 
under no condition foist His grace upon us. He is willing al- 
ways to help us, and to give us all the courage and all the strength 
we need to fight life’s battles. He will, if need be, send us an 
angel from Heaven to aid us in the conflict. But this supposes 
that a man be of good will, that he be ever ready to cooperate 
with God’s grace. Now, the great peril of spiritual sleep is this: 
that the operation of grace is hampered in the soul by man’s 
failure to cooperate with it. His powers of resistance are broken 
down, gradually and imperceptibly to himself. Whilst he thinks 
himself strong enough to stand, he is preparing his own fall. 
Hence it comes that frequently only the most shameful kind of 
sin can awaken the sleeping Catholic from his dangerous state. 
And a prolonged continuance in this spiritual sleep almost in- 
evitably leads to a state of habitual mortal sin. 

(b) The reason why spiritual sleep leads to mortal sin is not 
far to seek. The man has courted danger so long, has grown s0 
familiar with its mien, that he no longer fears mortal sin. And 


this is precisely what spiritual sleep is—it is a lessening of that 
salutary fear of God which alone can keep us out of sin when 


the warm air of passion blows. 
Realizing the heinousness of spiritual sleep, the indignities it 
offers to Almighty God and the perils it spells for our souls, 
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nothing remains for us but to turn with confidence to Christ, cry- 
ing out with St. Peter, “Lord, help us, lest we perish!” Since 
we live but once, and since our happiness in the other world 
depends upon our manner of life in this, we will try to arouse 
ourselves, so as to make each day of our lives better, more 
prayerful, than the day preceding. We will try to serve God as 
He deserves to be served, with a loving heart which counts no 
sacrifice, no labor too great, so long as Christ’s glory and the 
extension of Christ’s kingdom in the world and in individual 
souls may be promoted. 





TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(SIXTH AFTER EPIPHANY) 


THE GROWTH OF THE SOUL 
BY THE REV. J. E. CANAVAN, S.J. 


“The Kingdom of Heaven is like to a grain of mustard seed which a man 
took and sowed in his field: which indeed is the least of all seeds: but when 
it is grown, it is the greatest among herbs, and becometh a tree, so that the 
birds of the air come and lodge in the branches thereof.”—Matt., xiii, 31-32. 


SYNOPSIS :— 
I. Christ Himself impressed by the mystery of growth. 


II, The parable of the mustard seed intended to encourage His hearers 
by foretelling the triumph of the Church. 
IIT. But the parable has a practical application to each person—the 
soul can grow: 
(a) The soul’s growth has no limit. 
(b) It is similar to the growth of earthly things—it needs food; 
it changes food into its own substance. 


IV. The soul will grow as long as it has life. The soul is killed by 
mortal sin. If we avoid mortal sin the soul will grow of its own accord. 
(a) We must not be too eager to force this growth, or be too dis- 
couraged if it seents slow. 
(b) It is a question of BEING holy, not of FEELING holy. 
V. Conditions necessary for healthy growth: 
(a) Food, care, warmth—Sacraments, prayer. i 
(b) The law of increase in grace, and therefore in Spiritual growth. 
VI. No superhuman effort required in this matter: a good, honest, 
practical Catholic is a very real friend of God’s. 


Christ our Lord possessed the faculty of reverence because He 
could feel and wonder at a mystery. As God He understood 
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everything that God’s hands had made—the beauty of the world, 
the dignity of man, the love of a mother, the dazzling raiment 
of lilies; but as man the mysterious beauty of these things fas. 
cinated Him, edified Him, set Him wondering and praying. He 
gazed on the world reverently, as we gaze at a painting which a 
great master has executed, and are astonished. Christ could feel 
astonishment and awe and wonder because He was a man; and 
never more forcibly than when He contemplated the fact of 
growth, the operation of a mysterious power or force by which 
a small seed dies and lives again and expands and nourishes itself 
and produces a new thing much larger than and seemingly very 
different from itself. ‘See the lilies of the field,” He exclaims, 
“how they grow!” 


In the parable read in the Gospel of to-day our Lord dwells 
on this wonder of growth in order to encourage and instruct us. 
By the parable of the mustard seed Christ foretold to the crowd 
that pressed around Him that His Kingdom, the Kingdom of 
God, would expand into a mighty society; that the doctrine now 
being cast among the people of Galilee would spread over the 
whole earth and console countless thousands of the human race, 
even as the mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, grows in time 
into a tree and shelters the birds. He told His listeners in order 
to buoy them up with hope, that the Church which He had 
founded had in it a vital power, that though it was small at 
present—moving from hamlet to hamlet in Galilee, tossed and 
terrified in a boat upon an inland sea—yet it would conquer and 
inherit the earth, just as the sturdy shrubs which they saw around 
them had sprung from an insignificant seed. Quickly the Church 
took root and spread and flourished and became Catholic; planted 
in a world hostile to it, it nevertheless, like a living thing, drew 
the world into its own being and raised it to an order to which 
the world by itself could never attain, just as the seed trans- 
forms the dull clay into what the richest clay could never of itself 
become. Now it must mean something to us that the growth 
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and expansion of the Church is an historical fact, that the society 
founded by Christ has grown like the mustard tree from a tiny 
seed—and the practical lesson for each of us is that Christ’s 
Kingdom can grow in each individual soul, and will so grow if 
we do not positively hinder it. 


It is quite possible, nay, it is fairly easy, for the soul to grow. 
The soul is a living thing like a plant or a child, and when the 
soul has sanctifying grace it lives a supernatural life. As the 
seed grows and expands into a tree, as the child grows and 
develops into a man, so the soul, formed to the image of God, 
can grow to be more and more like God. But there is this dif- 
ference between the growth of the soul and the growth of other 
living things: a tree or a human being has a limit of growth, 
they attain a certain definite stature, they develop until they 
reach their prime; and then they decay; but the soul has no limit 
to its growth, because God is infinite, and grace, the principle 


of its life and energy and perfection, is inexhaustible. “Be ye 
perfect,’ says our Lord, “as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 


What a wonderful, mysterious thing growth it! If a mother 
takes reasonable care of her child, she cannot prevent the child 
growing. It grows of its own accord, without any conscious 
effort, without being aware of it at all, as naturally as it breathes. 
Those who live habitually with it do not notice the constant 
change, so imperceptibly and slowly does it take place; and it is 
only by applying a test, say, at the end of each six months, that 
we know how much the child has grown. And all this time 
while the child is growing to manhood, a law, a force, a principle 
(call it what you will) in its body has been working magically, 
transforming food into human flesh and bone and tissue, just 
as the seed extracts its food from the dead clay and forms it into 
the brilliant flower. The flower is different from the seed and 
from the clay; but without the clay the flower could never have 
come into existence. Such transformations are going on mo- 
ment by moment, and they roused the admiration even of Christ 
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our Lord. Secret powers are ever at work raising elements of a 
lower order to a higher order, dead food into living flesh, dull 
clay into leaf and blossom, creating the natural mysteries of the 
world. 

Now, growth in the supernatural life is very similar to the 
growth of natural things which we have just briefly described, 
Grace lifts us into a higher order, the supernatural order, as the 
seed changes the ingredients of the earth into the living tree, 
The actions of a man in grace and of a man in sin may be the 
same human actions to all appearance, but in one case good 
actions remain human and humanly virtuous, while in the other 
they blossom into a supernatural flower. One man’s soul is alive 
and the other is dead; one soul can grow and the other cannot. 
The seed uses the earth and wind and light, and of these things 
builds its own beauty ; the mustard seed, the smallest of all seeds, 
grows into a great shrub and shelters the birds of the air: and 
grace implanted in the heart of a man grows and produces a 
supernatural man. This is the mystery of our Faith, the pledge 
of God’s loving kindness toward us, the meaning of the Sacra- 
ments, for though we are merely men we can, as St. Paul says, 
become like gods. 

We must not quench this spark of grace if we would have 
supernatural life, just as we must not kill the seed if we would 
have the tree. Given the necessary conditions the seed will, asa 
general rule, struggle through, because it possesses a mighty 
power ; but if we deliberately crunch it under our heels we expect 
it to die. So it is with grace; do not positively destroy it, do not 
root it out by deliberate mortal sin, and it will grow by its own 
law, slowly perhaps, but surely. There may be set-backs, just _ 
as wild weather and sunless days and drought may retard the 
growth of the seed, but as long as life remains the seed will 
recover and continue to grow. If we avoid mortal sin grace wil 
grow in us; we shall become more supernatural day by day, more 
like God the author and finisher of our faith and our final end; 
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we shall be more prepared to meet Him when our human life 
closes, we shall partake more fully of that life and beauty which 
is Divine. (And, after all, the real value of our natural life is 
that during it we may live a supernatural life, and earn a super- 
natural and eternal reward). 

We should not be overanxious in this matter. Avoid sin and 
grace will grow in us by its own vital power as it were. We 
must not, therefore, be discouraged if we do not seem to be 
advancing in holiness, if we find it difficult to resist temptations, 
if we are conscious that evil pleasures have a fascination for us, 
if the practise of penance and patience and prayer and charity 
and resignation to God’s holy will is as irksome as ever. Virtue 
will grow, for grace will grow, if we are determined at all costs 
to avoid sin. Above all, we must never yield to discouragement. 
We must be on our guard against imagining that because we do 
not feel holy, therefore we are not holy; we must remember that 
as the human body is subject to illnesses, as the plant droops and 
revives again, so the soul has its periods of sickness, of tepidity, 
of fatigue, of disgust, of carelessness, of discouragement, from 
which it gradually recovers. But do not, on any account, allow 
any of these illnesses to prove fatal, do not let the soul die. 


However, if we do not exercise some care, we shall sin and 
grace will die in us. Consider the case of the seed. Many seeds 
will not flourish if they fall into a swamp; the soil must be fairly 
suitable. Consider the case of a human being. The child left 
to itself will die: but if the mother feeds it properly, keeps it 
warm, shelters it from accidents, sees that it does not run under 
a horse’s feet or jump from a window, the child will grow of 
its own accord. Similarly, the seed of grace must be nourished 
and cared for, or it will die, or, at least, be stunted in its growth. 
It needs food; and as grace feeds on grace, we must frequent the 
Sacraments regularly, for the Sacraments, especially the Sacra- 
ments of Penance and the Eucharist are the great channels of 
grace. It needs warmth or it will be frozen to death in the cold, 
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unkindly temperature of the world. This warmth which strength- 
ens the life of grace, comes in a large measure from prayer. If 
we never say any prayers, if we never raise our hearts to God, 
if we neglect habitually our morning and evening prayers, if we 
never make ejaculations which are like quick, bright sparks 
struck from our hearts by the friction of temptation and diffi- 
culty, we shall lose our relish for grace, and we may expect a 
chill to settle upon us in which the soul cannot be healthy and 
grow. The soul will become weaker and less capable of resist- 
ing sin, as the weak body is more likely to succumb under the 
onslaught of disease. A vigorous well-nourished soul has great 
powers of resistance. And notice, too, that growth in grace, and 
therefore in holiness, may be very rapid, far more rapid than the 
growth of a tree, say, which moves by slow stages. For grace, 
once acquired, has a way of accumulating by a kind of com- 
pound interest, mounting so rapidly from such small beginnings 
that one grows perplexed at calculating the increase. A grace 
given and acted upon begets another grace, which in its turn 
wins a third and larger grace; and so the seed rapidly grows into 
a tree, and is clothed with innumerable leaves and fruit and 
flowers; the mustard seed the smallest of all seeds has, in defiance 
of the ordinary laws of growth, become a shrub in the twinkling 
of an eye; and the very soil in which the tree stands becomes 
richer instead of being exhausted. And remember that it is not 
a question of feeling: it is a matter of fact. 


Remove the obstacles, place the necessary conditions, and grace 
grows of its own accord. And observe, that we need not do 
anything heroic, nor give as much attention to acquiring this 
supernatural wealth as men do to amass worldly riches. We 
need not overwork or overstrain; we need not endanger our 
health by cutting down to breaking-point our hours of sleep or 
recreation: all of which men do willingly in order to win a name 
or a title or money. All that is necessary is that we shun mortal 
sin, go about our honest business, be practical Catholics—keep 
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our thoughts pure, say our usual prayers, frequent the Sacra- 
ments and hear Mass on Sundays. Then the ordinary human 
actions of a good man become treasures of the supernatural 
order; the seed of grace nets its fibres round a human soul and 
blossoms with a Divine flower in a Divine air. This is the 
mystery and wonder of grace, this is the fact of supernatural 
growth which should strike from us reverence and genuine ad- 
miration; but the means of planting and nourishing this myste- 
rious life in our souls are practical, well within our reach, easy 
to handle, calculated to appeal to men and women of ordinary 
common sense who are earnest about the salvation of their souls. 

Of course there is a higher perfection than this, for a man 
can sacrifice himself wholly for the love of Christ, he may even 
with St. Paul forego Heaven in order to labor for Jesus here on 
earth. But still the fact remains that those who have not been 
called on to make such renunciations can be and are very real 
friends of God, growing more intimate with Him hour by hour. 


They need not be unnatural or affected; the natural good deeds 
of a good man, supported by God’s help and inspiration, merit 
grace. Live soberly, be upright, be chaste, fly sin as you would 
the face of a serpent; and then, if you use the key of the Sacra- 
ments to unlock God’s treasures, He will pour into your lap full 
measures, pressed down and flowing over. 





THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 
LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE END OF THINGS 


BY THE VERY REV. SIGOURNEY W. FAY, S.T.D. 


SYNOPSIS :— 


I, Our Lord makes the fall of Jerusalem a proof of the truth of His 
prophesy with regard to the end of the world. 


II. That generation saw the destruction of Jerusalem, and since then 
no generation has had any assurance that the world would outlast its 
time. 


III, Every generation sees the end of all things in the sense that 
every member of each generation has to pass through the particular 
judgment at the hour of his death. 


IV. In the light of this it is folly to set our minds on anything earthly, 
We should always live as men who have here no continuing city. 


V. Our earthly life is but a time of probation; to use it in any other 
way 1s to misuse it. 

The discourse of our Lord contained in to-day’s Gospel is com- 
posed of two parts. Indeed it is thought by many scholars that 
there are two distinct discourses. 

The first part is a prophesy of the fall of Jerusalem in which 


our Lord describes accurately and in great detail exactly what 


will come upon the Jewish people, upon their sacred city and 
upon the temple. 

The second part contains our Lord’s prophesy of the end of 
the world. 

The two discourses are joined by the phrase “immediately 
after those days.” These words are used, not in the sense of the 
succession of time, as though the signs preceding the end of the 
world were to follow instantly upon the destruction of Jeru- 
salem, but they are used in the sense that the destruction of 
Jerusalem is the sign and symbol of the end of the world, and 
that as surely as Jerusalem should be destroyed, so will the world 
come to an end in exactly the way which our Lord foretold. It 
is as though He had said to His Disciples: I am going to fore- 
tell to you the destruction of your country, and of this nation, 
and I am going to foretell it in such detail that when it takes 
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nlace you will be obliged to recognize that My prophesy has come 
irue literally. Wi5uth that I am going to join another prophesy 


of the end of the world, and I am going to prophesy it with equal 
wealth of detail, and when you see that My prophesy has come 


about with regard to the fall of Jerusalem, you will know that 
it is only a question of time until my second prophesy will be 
equally fulfilled. But that time no man knows but the Father. 
Even I do not know it in the sense that I could reveal it to you. 
But you shall see that which will be the beginning of the end, for 
the destruction of Jerusalem will be the beginning of that of 
which the consummation will be the destruction of all things. 
“This generation shall not pass away,” said our Lord, “until all 
these things be fulfilled.”’ By this He did not mean that that 
generation should see the end of the world, but He meant that 
they should see that which was to be the earnest of the consum- 
mation of all things, and the fulfillment of which would be the 
guarantee of the truth of His prophesy about the end of the 
world. “Heaven and earth,” He said, “shall pass away, but My 
word shall not pass away.” 

All this came out exactly as our Lord had prophesied. Before 
that generation had passed away Jerusalem was destroyed. It 
was destroyed after a fearful siege and the Jews actually suf- 
fered all those terrible things which our Lord told them would 
come upon them. They saw the abomination of desolation set 
up in the Temple; that is, they saw the armed soldiers enter into 
the very Holy of Holies, and they saw the Temple utterly de- 
stroyed, laid waste and made desolate; they saw their holy city 
razed to the ground, and a new city, with a new name built upon 
its ruins, and a pagan temple set up upon the foundations of what 
had once been the Temple of God. 

From that time the Jewish race was dispersed over the whole 
world. Every attempt to return was foredoomed to failure. 
Julian, the apostate Emperor, after he ceased to be a Christian, 
in order to use the Jews to hurt the Christians, tried to rebuild 
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the Temple three hundred years after it had been destroyed, but 
he was not able. Jerusalem became a pagan city, then a Chris- 
tian city, then a Mohammedan city, but never again a Jewish 
city. After eighteen centuries the Jews still resort to what is 
left of the foundation of their Temple, upon which there stands 
now a Mohammedan mosque, and weep over the stones. They 
have been driven out of their own city, and they will be strangers 
in every land until they are content to believe that which their 
own prophets have spoken to them, and accept and adore the 
Son of God. 


Frederick the Great of Prussia, who was an infidel, once 
asked one of his court chaplains to give him in a word a 
convincing proof of Christianity. ‘What I want,” said the 
King, “is something I do not think you can give me. I wanta 
clear proof that everyone can see that Christ’s religion is true 
and that He is Divine. If He is Divine there ought to be so 
clear an argument for His Divinity that it could be summed up 


in one word, but that you cannot do.” “Oh, yes, sire,” said the 
chaplain, “we can.” “What is that argument?” said the King. 
“The Jew, sire,” said the chaplain. 

How few of those who heard our Lord’s words believed that 
what He had threatened Jerusalem with would come to pass, and 
yet they lived to see it. And we, likewise; how little we act as 
though this world would ever come to an end, and well we know 
that the destruction of Jerusalem was according to our Lord’s 
prophesy, the beginning of the end of all things. 

Nothing is more certain than that this world will come to a 
terrible end; that our Lord will come in glory with His saints 
to judge the living and the dead, and the world by fire; and 
though for eighteen hundred years Jerusalem has been a warn- 
ing to the world of its approaching doom, the world takes no 
notice. Like the Jews they disregard our Lord’s words; they 
go in sin, in unbelief and in rebellion against God’s law. 

Nothing is more certain, as I said before, than that the end 
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will come, and nothing is so uncertain as the time when people 
look for signs of our Lord’s coming; those signs of which He 
speaks in the Gospel have been in the world ever since the Ascen- 
sion. There is no generation which has passed without a warn- 
ing; there is no generation that has been able to say to itself that 
the world would outlast it. Perhaps we have less cause to trust 
in the permanency of the world than any generation that came 
before us. The whole world is harrassed by wars and rumors 
of wars, distress of nations, famine, pestilence and cataclysms 
of nature, for the last twenty years has been a period unprece- 
dented with regard to such things. No one knows when the 
hour will strike, only we know that our Lord said He would 
come quickly ; He would come like a thief in the night, and that 
we must watch. 


There is one sign of which our Lord spoke which has been in- 
creasing in the last three hundred years—the sign of false reli- 
gions. Three hundred years ago the religious unity of Western 
Christianity was broken. Those who went out from us imme- 
diately split into three parties—the Lutherans, the Calvinists and 
the Zwinglians. Time has not healed these divisions but only 
increased them. They have divided and sub-divided, unable to 
unite in anything except their hatred of the Church and the 
ancient faith. For three hundred years the world has been filled 
with the cry, Lo, here is Christ; Lo, there. At the present time 
the world is deafened with the babble of religious discord in 
which all faith in religion bids fair to disappear; only the Church 
stands firm. But she has been terribly persecuted even in our 
own times in two different countries of Europe. Twice within 
living memory here in America the tide of bitterness against 
her has risen to fever heat. All the things that were said against 
our Lord and against His first Disciples are said against the 
Church to-day. Never was there prospect of a more bitter war- 
fare between the powers of good and evil, of light and darkness, 
of truth and error than in our own time. Nay, even the false 
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signs and wonders are not lacking, of which our Lord spoke, for 
we are asked to believe that the miracles with which our Lord 
has always adorned His true Church can be duplicated among 
the Christian Scientists. 

But there is a sense in which we may take this prophesy to 
ourselves as individuals. Certainly the end of the world will 
come in our time for each one of us, and whether in our own 
days we have to face the General Judgment, everyone of us will 
have to face the Particular Judgment at the hour of our death. 

The General Judgment will have no terrors for those who 
have come safely through the Particular Judgment. Nothing is 
more certain than that we must die; nothing more uncertain 
than the hour of our departure. Human life is the most uncer- 
tain thing that we know of, yet it is treated as the most certain. 
We make plans for ten years when we have no assurance that we 
shall live for ten minutes. We act as though we were to live on 
this earth forever, when that is the one thing we know we shall 
not do. We live as though death could not possibly overtake us; 
as if whoever else was overtaken we should escape, whereas we 
know that to escape death is the one impossible thing. 

Our Lord said that the children of this world were wiser in 
their generation than the children of light, by which He means 
that people who know nothing of Divine things and who lived 
for this world alone really acted prudently with regard to the 
things of the world, which is all they know about; whereas we 
who know the truth of God, who by the light of Divine Faith 
are certain that this life is short and that eternity is long, and 
that in this short space of our mortal life we are preparing for 
ourselves a happy or a miserable eternity, often live as if this 
life were all and as though eternity could take care of itself. 
“What will it profit a man to gain the whole world and lose his 
own soul?” At the hour of death, which must surely come to 
us all, what good will our wealth do us? What good will our 
social position do us? What good will earthly honors and 
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emoluments be to us? We shall be only too happy in that hour 





if those things have not been our destruction. Nothing will profit i 





us then but to have served God; to have obeyed His Church; to i 
have kept His law. It is only the man who has thought of his 






soul, who has thought of eternal things, who has lived with the 





hour of his death ever before him, who will be able to face it 






with calmness and courage. It is no use pretending that we can 





repent when we are old. We have no assurances that we shall 





ever reach old age. It is absolutely useless for us to say that we i 






will enjoy ourselves now, but we will certainly send for a priest : 
at the hour of our death. Neither the time, nor the place, nor 






the circumstances of our death will be in our control. We must 





all try to live like the saint who was once asked at recreation 
what he would do if he were told that the world would come to 
an end in five minutes, and he replied, “Exactly what I am doing ‘ 
now.” God will not abandon in their last hour those who have i 
been faithful to Him all their lives. But what right have those ‘ 
who have been unfaithful to Him to expect that He will inundate q 
them with those great graces which will be necessary for them 
if they are to meet and overcome Satan in his last onslaught upon ; 
their souls. 4 















Let us try, then, always to live as those who are about to die. 
Let us husband every grace which God gives us. Let us try by 
Divine Grace to excite within us a horror, not only of mortal 
but also of venial sin. Let us approach the Sacrament of Pen- 
ance frequently that our souls may be frequently washed by the 
Blood of our Divine Redeemer. But let us, above all, receive 
the Blessed Eucharist with the greatest frequency possible, in 
order that we may ever have Him within us who has overcome 
death and hell. Those who carry our Lord constantly in their 
hearts, who live a life of union hidden with Christ in God, need 
have no fear of the hour of death. Satan has been overcome 
once by our Lord; he has been driven back, he has been put to 
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confusion. He will not dare to assault any soul in which he rec- 
ognizes that our Lord has taken up His abode. 

This is the end of the Church’s ecclesiastical year. The Gospel 
of this Sunday, which is the last Sunday of the old year, and the 
Gospel of the next Sunday which is the first Sunday of the new 
year, alike speak of judgment as though the Church looked upon 
it as her greatest message. Now that the year is ended she says 
to us, my children remember: life is short and eternity is long. 
Remember that death cometh, and after death judgment, and 
after judgment either Heaven or hell. And next Sunday she 
will say the same thing—death and judgment. Let us look into 
our own hearts, my dear brethren, and see what the last year 
has brought us; whether we are nearer to God or further away 
from Him. To-day when we hear the Church crying from her 
altars, death and judgment, are we more prepared for both than 
we were a year ago? This year was part of the time given to 
us by God to prepare for both; next year may be the year ap- 
pointed for us to meet both. Do not look at your wealth, at your 
possessions, at your success, but look for a moment at least into 
your own souls. Youth will pass away, health will desert you, 
your money must be left behind, but your soul must go on. It 
does not depend on anyone else but yourself alone, whether it 
goes into an eternity of peace or an eternity of misery. 





SHORT SERMONS FOR THE SUNDAYS OF 
THE YEAR 


BY THE VERY REV. J. R. NEWELL, O.P., LECT. S. TH. AND 
PREACHER-GENERAL 


TWENTY-THIRD SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE MIRACLES OF CHRIST 


“Lord, my daughter is even now dead; but come, lay thy hand upon her, 
and she shall live.’—Matt., ix, 18. 

The high and merciful designs of God upon us are fulfilled in 
Jesus, the Incarnate Word, who came among us to bring us back 
from our wanderings in the shadow of death into the path of 
Divine truth and life, and to lead us, redeemed and regenerated, 
to the joys of the house of God, our Father. ' 

Jesus was announced beforehand by a long line of prophets, 
who declared His twofold nature, Divine and human, and de- 
scribed His miraculous works of mercy. “God Himself,” said 
Isaias, “will come to save His people, and they shall see the glory 
of the Lord and the beauty of our God. The bruised reed He 
will not break, and the smoking flax He will not extinguish. 
Then shall the eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the 
deaf be unstopped, and the lame shall leap as the hart and the 

_ tongue of the dumb shall be free” (Isaias, xxxv, 4-5). “For the 
Spirit of the Lord is upon His Holy One, and hath annointed 
and sent Him to preach to the meek and to heal the contrite of 
heart, to comfort them that mourn, and to proclaim the accept- 
able year from the Lord” (Isaias, Ixi, 1-2). 


Jesus fulfilled these predictions, and miracles of mercy and 
goodness flowed from Him as abundantly as the rays of light 
stream from the sun. He healed with a word the paralytic, the 
leprous, the possessed, the blind and the dumb. With five loaves 
of bread He fed five thousand people in the wilderness, and, 
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again, four thousand with seven loaves. He calmed the tempest, 
He walked upon the waves, and He raised the dead to life. And 
while He was intent on one miraculous cure, others flowed from 
Him, as if spontaneously, in response to the faith of the infirm 
who touched but the hem of his garment. 

These sublime works were sufficient to convince every sincere 
mind that Jesus was what He declared Himself to be—the 
Messias, the Incarnate Son of God, the Master and ruler of the 
world. Hence His challenge to the Jews: “If you believed 
Moses and the prophets, you would believe me; for they wrote 
of me and foretold these things. . . . And the works that I do 
in the name of my Father, they give testimony of me.” But 
“The light was come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than the light, for their works were evil.’’ And how ob- 
stinate was the pride and how satanic the malice of the Jewish 
leaders, which could so harden their hearts against the Saviour 
that His most stupendous miracles should, instead of converting, 
only confound them, and set them to conspire His death! 

The miracles of our Lord, besides being proofs of His Divinity 
and beneficent exertions of Divine power in behalf of the afflicted, 
were lessons of eternal wisdom, symbols of Divine gifts to men, 
and pledges of everlasting blessings. For by them He would 
teach us that He is the bread of eternal life to every human 
soul; that He is the physician of our moral infirmities, and the 
sure hope and final happiness of every repentant sinner. 

One of our Lord’s most important and conclusive miracles 
was the restoration to life of the Ruler’s daughter. The maiden 
was only twelve years of age, and had just died. The father, 
with extraordinary faith, besought our Lord to raise her to life. 
Jesus, who refused nothing to those who asked, went to the 
house, and, having ordered the hired mourners to be ejected, 
entered with a few witnesses and took the child by the hand and 
bade her arise to life and health. It was a wonderful favor 
granted to the child and to her parents; and how they must after- 
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wards have loved the kind and mighty Master. But it was a 
temporal favor, and pointed a higher meaning—a spiritual and 
an eternal blessing. For it represented the merciful and speedy 
restoration to the Divine life of grace in those who, having fallen 
into mortal sin, hasten immediately to Jesus, and, through re- 
pentance and confession, are revived by Him before the habit 
of sin has been established in them—before they have become 
cold and rigid in spiritual death. For one of the dread effects 
of mortal sin is the inclination to remain in it and, by repeated 
surrenders to the temptation, to become the hardened and help- 
less slave of a sinful habit. Against this deadly torpor we must 
have instant recourse to Jesus in His Sacraments, where He con- 
tinually exerts His merciful power and restores the repentant 
at once to spiritual life and vigor. No evil that could happen to 
us is equal to that of mortal sin. While it is a grievous offense 
against God, and is, in that sense, an infinite evil, yet the sinner 
inflicts upon his own soul unspeakable harm in putting himself 
in a state of deadly enmity towards his Almighty Creator; in 
incurring the eternal loss of Heaven and becoming amenable to 
the judgment of hell; in delivering his soul to spiritual death 
and moral deformity, and, by obstinacy in sin, making it the set- 
tled and foul abode of Satan, who seizes upon its perverted facul- 
ties to retain it captive and to insure its final damnation. It is 
this that moves our Divine Lord to pity and to the patient em- 
ployment of all the merits of His redeeming death on the Cross 
in pursuit of the sinner through every vicissitude until, at last, 
the sinner, weary of his wayward course, turns in his desolation, 
but with faith and confidence, to the Saviour, and repentance is 
awakened in his heart and by the Divine might of Christ’s 
Sacrament of Mercy his restoration to the life of grace and to 
God’s friendship is instantaneous and complete. Such miracles 
of mercy are abundant and continuous in the Church. 


No mercy, therefore, can equal that of the pardon of our sins, 
and Jesus proves Himself our true and eternal Friend. And 
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as His goodness to the greatest sinners when on earth inspired 
them to love Him much and made them saints, so it should do 
for us who have so often experienced His mercy. To love Him 
is the secret of spiritual life and moral strength. Ask Him for 
the gift of His love. It is the gift of life. In loving Him all sin 
is consumed, and we clasp to our souls Him who is the infinite 
source of life and happiness Divine and eternal. 





TWENTY-FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(FIFTH AFTER EPIPHANY) 


ON HELL 


“Suffer both to grow until the harvest. And at the time of the harvest I 
will say to the reaper: Gather up first the cockle in bundles to burn; but 
the wheat gather ye into my barn.’—Matt., xiii, 31. 


Good, being positive, integral entity or perfection, has God 


for its author. 

Evil, being the absence of requisite entity or perfection, is a 
defect which has the creature for its author. For the creature 
is deficient in its nature and its actions. 

Evil is twofold—moral and physical. Moral evil is the defec- 
tion of the free, intelligent or rational creature from right rea- 
son or the order of our relation to God, and this is sin. 

Physical evil is the consequence of sin, and is permitted, or 
even directly inflicted by God in punishment of sin, and, in this 
life, as a remedy conducive, through the merits of Christ, to our 
moral amelioration and perfection, if we contritely and patiently 
endure it. 

“God created man right and incorruptible, and left him in the 
hands of his own counsel,” that is, his free will. ‘What, there- 
fore, he chooses he shall have—good or evil, life or death.” In 
Christ’s Kingdom on earth—the Church—there will be found 
good members and bad. For it is not the Church only of the 
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elect, as early heretics held; nor did the Church of Christ, there- 
fore, as such, ever become corrupt, as Protestantism asserts. 

By a necessary impulse of our rational nature all men seek the 
supreme good in general as their last end. But, in particular, 
our choice of any thing as our supreme good and last end is 
our own deliberate and free act. Our choice may be God—as it 
should be; for He is the only supreme good and last end or 
beatitude of the rational creature; or it may be some apparent 
good which we know to be essentially opposed to God. Those 
who choose God as their supreme good and last end are just and 
good. Those who choose apparent good as their last end in op- 
position to God are bad, evil and wicked. Good and evil are 
intermingled in the world and in the Church. Jesus likened His 
Church to a field in which He sowed good grain; but in which 
the enemy—the devil and worldlings—have sown the seeds of a 
pernicious weed—error and vice, which are allowed by the wis- 
dom and patience of the Master to grow up together until the 
harvest. For to take away all evil out of the world and the 
Church before “the time of the nations be fulfilled” would be to 
prevent greater good. 

Moral evil, therefore, is allowed by God because He will not 
force our free will; because the wicked may yet be converted; 
because from wicked fathers often come great saints, and because 
God would prove and perfect the faithful by the trials and perse- 
cutions they must suffer from the wicked. 

In the meantime Christ has revealed to us the separate eternal 
destinies of good and evil when the time for uprooting comes, at 
the Judgment Day; and, as Christians, we profess the eternal 
truth formulated in the Apostles’ Creed, and we say, “I believe 
in life everlasting,” that is, that the good shall live forever happy 
with God in Heaven, and the wicked shall be punished forever in 
the flames of hell. To speak at present of the latter alternative: 
while God is infinite love and goodness, as all creation and the 
history of human salvation attest, He is a lawgiver—holy and 
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just. His law is impressed on the human conscience, and is 
formulated in the Ten Commandments, which are the most wise 
and beneficent declarations of our moral duties in the threefold 
relation in which we stand towards God, ourselves and our fel- 
lowmen; and upon the fulfilment of this law God has pledged 
our future eternal happiness. 

To enable us to observe His law God grants to all abundant 
light, inspiration and grace. But the law must be observed or be 
vindicated. 

Concerning the future state of man, the Catholic Church, 
taught by the declarations of Christ and guided by the Holy 
Ghost, teaches that, if death finds the soul in the state of God’s 
sanctifying grace, yet with venial sins unrepented of, or with a 
debt of satisfaction unpaid for remitted mortal sins, or with other 
minor faults, the judgment of God will sentence that soul toa 
temporary punishment in the flames of Purgatory. If death 
finds the soul perfect in Divine grace and love, God will take 
that soul immediately to Himself—to His eternal Beatific Vision 
—which is Heaven. If the soul departs this life of probation in 
mortal sin—in impenitence for its mortal sin, the just judgment 
of God will sentence that soul to eternal punishment—to hell. 

Owing to a primitive revelation from God the human race has 
constantly asserted its belief in a future eternal punishment, and 
not all the passions of man nor the sophistries of sensualists have 
been able to shake this universal belief. 

The prophets constantly menaced the Hebrew sinners with this 
formidable doctrine, and warned them of “the realm of dark- 
ness and misery, where the shadow of death and eternal horror 
reign; where the wicked shall be wrapped in inextinguishable fire, 
and where the smoke of their torments shall ascend forever.” 

Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God, taught that the earthly 
history of man will end in an eternal separation of the just from 
the wicked. This is the meaning of His parable of the good 
grain and the cockle, as He Himself explained it. Again: In the 
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parable of Dives and Lazarus He declared that in the future state 
there intervenes between the good and the bad an abyss which 
no man can ever pass over. He has urged us to make any 
sacrifice however painful that may be necessary to save ourselves 
from eternal damnation: “If thy right eye scandalize thee, pluck 
it out and cast it from thee; for it is better for thee, having only 
one eye, to enter into life, than with both eyes, to go into hell-fire 
—which shall never be extinguished.” He has left us, already 
formulated, the sentence that will separate the just from the 
wicked forever: “In that day the Son of Man will say to those 
on His right hand: Come ye blessed of my Father, and possess 
the Kingdom prepared for you. . . . And then He will say to 
those on His left: Depart from me ye cursed into everlasting 
fire... . And the just shall go into life eternal, but the wicked 
into everlasting punishment.” This doctrine of the Saviour, be- 
lieved among the Jews and preached by the Apostles, was ac- 
cepted and applauded by the Gentile world, as Celsus, the pagan 
philosopher and early antagonist of Christianity, bore witness, 
when he wrote: “You Christians are right at least in this, that 
they who live justly will be eternally recompensed in a future 
life, while the incorrigibly wicked will be condemned to ever- 
lasting punishment. This you rightly hold in common with the 
whole world.” 

In the light of this eternal truth let us maintain in our souls a 
due fear of God’s avenging justice. For, the holy fear of God 
is the necessary beginning of that Divine wisdom on which all 
moral life must stand. Let us fear to offend the Divine Majesty 
and goodness; let us fear to incur the Divine displeasure and 
forfeit forever the love, the vision and the possession of our God. 
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TWENTY-FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
(SIXTH AFTER EPIPHANY) 


HUMILITY, A CHARACTERISTIC OF THE 
TRUE CHURCH 


“The Kingdom of Heaven is likened to a grain of mustard seed, which 
is the least of all seeds; but when it is grown it becometh a great tree” 
Matt., xiii, 31-36. 


Humility is the moral foundation of the Christian Religion and 
a distinguishing: mark of the true Church. The fallen race of 
man could never get back to the truth and grace of God without 
humble self-abasement before the Divine Majesty outraged by 
sin. Even the all-holy Redeemer of Mankind must, in the coun- 
sels of God, humble Himself for the Divine honor and human 
salvation. Hence, as St. Paul says, “Though He was in the form 
of God, and thought it no robbery to be the equal of God, yet, 
for our sakes, He humbled Himself, taking the form of a servant, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the Cross,” 

Humility is a virtue inspired by the knowledge and admission 
of our dependence on God in all things. By it we confess our 
own limitations in regard, especially, to Divine things—such as 
the truth and grace of God; and we accept these gifts gratefully — 
and obediently through the channels and on the conditions estab- 
lished for mankind by our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Pride is a vice inspired by an inordinate conception of self- 
excellence; and it finds its highest expression in the presumption 
by which men attempt to usurp the Divine things of God—His 
truth and grace—through self-will, independence and: self-guid- 
ance. 

By pride fell Lucifer, with all his rebel followers, from the 
height of Heaven to the depths of hell. By pride our first parents 
fell, and involved the human race in the guilt and all the conse- 
quences of original sin. By pride were destroyed great kings 
and empires. By pride the leaders of the once Chosen People 
were led on to reject and to crucify the Saviour of the world 
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By pride Christian bishops, priests and princes have contrived 
and abetted heresies, and have shaken the Church of God with 
diabolical violence; and, while powerless to destroy her, have 
wrested whole nations from the truth and fold of Christ. 

By reason of His Incarnation Jesus, the God-man, was, in His 
Sacred Humanity, the humblest of mankind. His human soul 
saw God’s face, and therefore habitually annihilated itself before 
the Infinite Majesty and Holiness. His soul beheld also the op- 
posite of God—human sin, the sins of the world, and therefore 
willingly submitted to every humiliation for its atonement. This 
moral character Jesus impressed upon His institution—the 
Church. Humility, therefore, may be regarded as a moral note 
of the true Church of Christ. 

Christ designed that His Church, no matter how great in the 
number of her members and the prestige of her spiritual gifts, 
should ever stand and prosper by humility; and He said: “You 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and have appointed 
you that you go and bear fruit, and that your fruit remain. . . . 
Without me you can do nothing.” Jesus was to regenerate the 
world by the gifts of Divine truth and grace committed to the 
teaching and ministration of His Church; and hence, mankind 
must be able to recognize His Divinity in His work, and to learn 
by whose almighty power and infallible authority those twelve 
poor fishermen attempted, and so rapidly accomplished, the trans- 
formation of the pagan world into the Christian. And there- 
fore He formed His Church of elements humanly speaking the 
most incapable for this mission; but because they humbly relied 
on Him—adhered to His word and trusted to His promised guid- 
ance, they were elevated to the height of wisdom and of elo- 
quence, and endowed with miraculous power and Divine inspira- 
tion, so that the pagan world, both learned and unlearned, both 
rich and poor, thronged to the faith and accepted doctrines 
transcending the human mind and a moral code restraining 
human passions and enjoining contempt for worldly possessions ; 
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and thus was accomplished a spiritual conquest surpassing every- 
thing in the history of human salvation. It was the grain of 
mustard sown by the hand of the Godman, and, through humble 
obedience, grown into a mighty tree which fills the earth and the 
ages, and gives Divine shade and protection to the nations that 
would be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth. 


Consider, on the other hand, the historic enemy of the Church 
and test its claims by the Divine touch-stone of humility. While 
there are individual Protestants who are humble, and individual 
Catholics who are proud, both are so in spite of the religious 
system of which they are members. For, as a system, Catho- 
licity is marked by humility, and Protestantism is marked by 
pride. The authors of Protestantism were guilty of pride in 
revolting from the Divine authority set up by Christ in His im- 
perishable Church; and their pride was further consummated 
by their presuming, on their own right, to found a religion in 
opposition to the universal Church and to call it Christianity. 
In its very origin, therefore, Protestantism was without the gift 
of faith; for its proud claim of the right of private judgment 
in matters of Christian belief is the deathblow to Christian faith. 
Christianity is a supernatural religion proposed for our accep- 
tance on the word of the Son of God committed to His infallible 
Church; and therefore its mysterious truths cannot be accepted 
by the human mind without the submission of our intelligence to 
the word of Christ as it comes to us through the teaching of His 
accredited witness—the Church. But this acceptance—this sub- 
mission—cannot be made without humility ; for God resisteth the 
proud, and giveth His grace to the humble.” Hence the doctrinal 
disruption and religious disunion characterizing Protestantism 
and hence, on the contrary, the doctrinal integrity and religious 
unity distinguishing the Catholic Church. To rebel, therefore, 
against the doctrinal authority of the Church is to lose the word 
of Christ; and of such rebels He warned the Church in His last 
discourse: “All that I have received from my Father I have 
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made known to you. . . . Therefore, if they have kept my word, 
they will keep yours also.” 

Let Catholics despise the proud and ignorant sneers of the 
infidel and the heretic, and, with the humble Godman and His 
humble faithful Church, openly and bravely profess their faith as 
God’s children, whose end and reward are the Divine joy and 


glory of eternity. 





LAST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 


THE DESTRUCTION OF JERUSALEM 


“When you shall see the abomination of desolation, which was spoken of 
by Daniel, the prophet, standing in the holy place, let him that readeth under- 
stand.”—Matt., xxiv, 15. 


In this day’s Gospel our Lord foretells the judgment that is to 
light upon Jerusalem, and, after the manner of the prophets, 
couples His prediction with a prophecy of the judgment await- 
ing the whole world, of which the destruction of Jerusalem was 
to be the type and the proof. 

God had chosen the Hebrew race in the person of Abraham 
and his descendants in order to form of them a theocratic nation, 
or special people of God; and their true King was the Messias 
and Redeemer promised to the world from the beginning. He 
was the Eternal Son of God, who was to become man and be 
born of a virgin of the tribe of Juda and the house of David. 
God sent them Moses, endowed with superior wisdom and mirac- 
ulous power, to deliver them from Egyptian captivity ; to promul- 
gate the Divine law, and lead them to the promised land. He 
sent them great prophets in every age to uphold their faith and 
hope in the promised Messias by continually predicting His com- 
ing and describing His character and works. God had been good 
to the Hebrew nation and exceedingly patient with them. But 
they were always a hard people to rule—inveterately materialis- 





44 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY 


tic, avaricious, prone to idolatry, and extremely obstinate. They 
slew the prophets one after another for charging them with their 
sins and menacing them with the judgments of God. In the 
fulness of the predicted time the Messias came in the Person of 
Jesus of Nazareth, born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem, as 
the prophets foretold. The great John the Baptist pointed Him 
out to the nation as the Son of God and the Lamb predestined 
to take away the sins of the world; and Jesus fulfilled all predic. 
tions by His most Divine life and His miraculous works, But 
the Jews were obstinate in their unbelief; and, in Jerusalem, the 
leaders of the people plotted and decreed His death. They had 
perverted the meaning of the prophesies, and ascribed to the 
expected Messias only a political mission as the restorer of 
Hebrew national independence and material splendor. They 
wanted no moral or spiritual deliverer; and they rejected the 
Christ of God and the whole Divine plan of Redemption. 

And now, at the close of His mission, Jesus, from the heights 
of Mt. Olivet, pronounces the doom of Jerusalem and the apos- 
tate Hebrew race. Looking down upon the city, with its gigantic 
walls and lofty towers, its glittering palaces and its wonderful 
Temple, He said: “Amen, I say to you, there shall not remain 
a stone upon a stone of this city and Temple that shall not be 
thrown down; and this generation shall not pass until my word 
be fulfilled. When, therefore, you (my Disciples) shall see the 
abomination of desolation standing in the holy place, let all who 
are in Judea flee to the mountains. For Jerusalem shall be sud- 
denly encompassed with an army, and the days of vengeance 
shall be fulfilled upon this people. And they shall fall by the 
edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive into all nations. 
And Jerusalem shall be trodden down by the Gentiles till the 
times of the nations be fulfilled.” 


A week after this prediction the Jews filled up the measure of 
their iniquity by crucifying the Son of God. 
Thirty-six years later the prophesy of Jesus was accomplished 
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ypon them amid scenes of unparalleled horror. While Jerusalem 
was thronged, during the Paschal solemnities, the genius of Titus 
threw a vast army suddenly around the city, and entrapped within 
its walls eleven hundred thousand Jews. The siege lasted six 
months, and during that time seven hundred thousand men, 
women and children perished by starvation, civil strife and sui- 
cide, besides the endless slaughter carried on by the Romans as 
wall after wall was captured. At last the city was taken by a 
general assault of all the legions; the Temple was wrapped in 
flames; the inhabitants were put to the sword during a massacre 
of three days; Titus reserved three thousand young Jews for the 
gladiatorial shows of the Roman circus; Jerusalem was ploughed 
over and sown with salt, and the remnant of the Hebrew race 
were banished from Judea and sold as slaves among the nations. 
The lesson we should learn from this event is: to maintain in 
our souls a just fear of the Almighty, and to recognize, in this 
our day, the time of the Divine Visitation and the things that 
are for our peace, that we may make our peace with God. For, 
as unto Jerusalem, so unto every impenitent sinner, and unto 
this impenitent age, the judgment of God, sudden and terrible, 
is fast approaching. Jesus Christ, the Incarnate Son of God and 
the crucified Redeemer of the world, is the sole Master of human 
society and the arbiter of its destinies. .The nations are His 
inheritance, and He will rule them. Over the children of obedi- 
ence He will rule by the light of His truth and the sweetness of 
His grace through the Church; and over the sons of pride and 
revolt He will rule by a rod of iron. Since the downfall of 
Jerusalem and the subsequent dissolution of the Hebrew nation 
Jesus achieved universal spiritual sovereignty over an enlight- 
ened Christian world, whose happy progress was marked by cen- 
turies of faith and charity, of contentment, dignity and peace. 


But in these latter days has been inaugurated an era of revolt 
fom the reign of Christ, and modern society has thrust Him 
out of its life and thought, and placed in His stead its idols of 
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Mammon and pride—while maintaining a conspiracy of malig- 
nant lying against His Church, and a fraudulent boasting of its 
own superior light and progress over the ages of Christian faith 
and obedience. But the judgment of God upon this age is not 
far off. For while general poverty and destitution are the chief 
distinction of modern infidel society, the religious desolation, the 
unbridled licentiousness, the enormous crimes and injustices, the 
- international contentions, the social divisions, hatreds and re- 
volt which agitate and disgrace the modern world mark it as the 
ripened object of universal Divine chastisement. 





A COURSE OF SKETCHES FOR SERMONS 


THE CHRISTIAN VIRTUES 
BY THE REV. NEWTON THOMPSON, D.D. 


I. Nature oF FaitH. (Gal., i.) 


A supernatural gift of God which enables us to believe with- 
out doubting whatever God has revealed. 
1. Differs from science which 

A. requires profound study; illustrated by astronomy, botany, 
physics. 

B. requires years of research; v. g., Edison and the storage 
battery; the properties of electricity; the evidence of 
geology. 

C. is still in its infancy ; we have so much to learn; v. g., con- 
cerning diseases, early human history. 

D. fails to answer most important questions: v. g., origin and 
end of man, nature of God, our relations with God and 
obligations to Him. 

E. solves nothing with finality. Consider shifting scientific 
hypotheses: solar system, origin of man, theories of 
government, fanciful philosophies. 

. But faith 

A. makes sublime truths available to little ones: v. g., crea- 
tion, redemption, Real Presence. 

B. does not require life-long study. 

C. offers a complete revelation. 

D. alone answers the deep questions of the human heart. 

E. answers them without shadow of doubt. 

. Hence we should 

A. cherish our faith above all possessions: consider Ireland 
and Poland and early Christian martyrs. 

B. guard it from corruption. 

C. live worthy of it. 
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IJ. Srvs Acarnst Faitu. (John, iii, 18.) 


1. By excess. 

A. Accepting as of faith what is not: v. g., to believe all the 
supposed revelations of spiritism; to believe that all 
Protestants will go to hell. 

B. Superstition, which ignorance falsely calls faith; v. g,, 
weather conditions at marriage and funerals, number 
13, spilling salt. 

C. Abuse of sacramentals; when used as substitute for spir- 
itual effort; when considered as possessing powers not 
attributed to them by the Church. 

D. By presuming that faith will save us without good works. 

. By defect. 

A. By failing to learn those truths which we are obliged to 
know. 

B. By heresy, denying a doctrine of faith. 

C. By apostasy, leaving the Church for some false religion 
or for none at all. 

D. By not professing our faith when circumstances require. 

. Hence we should 

A. Purify our lives from superstition and presumption. 

B. Protect ourselves from the chief causes of unbelief: abuse 
of grace, intellectual pride, human respect, and world- 
liness. 


III. Beauty or Hore. (Matt., xxv, 34.) 


A supernatural gift by which we expect to obtain Heaven and 
the means thereto. 
1, What we hope for: 

A. Grace to resist temptation, despite the evil that surrounds 

us and our inclination to sin. 
B. Grace to practice virtue. 
C. Eternal happiness. 
1. Our life of probation is short: Heaven is eternal. 
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2. Our merits are small: the happiness of Heaven is in- 
comparably great. 
3. The merits of the saints are great: heavenly bliss is 
surpassingly greater. 
4. By our sinfulness we deserve punishment: yet God 
promises eternal reward to such as repent. 
2, Why we hope. 
A. God has promised us sufficient grace and eternal happi- 
ness. 
B. His mercy is greater than our demerits. 
C. The right to Heaven was purchased for us by the merits 
of Christ. 
3. The beauty of hope. 
A. It encourages the sinner to repent. 
B. It lightens our suffering. 
C. It brightens our sorrow. 
D. It sustains our virtue. 
4. Let hope encourage us: 
A. to continue our fight against temptation: 
B, to persevere in the practice of virtue. 


IV. PRESUMPTION. (I Cor., x, 12.) 


1. Presumption is a rash expectation: 
A. that we can safely abide in the occasion of sin; 
B. that we can sin again and easily obtain pardon; 
C. that we may safely postpone the time of our repentance. 
2, But presumption will surely bring us to hell, for 
A. Failure to remove an occasion of sin denotes a fainthearted 
desire of amendment and will lead to hardness of heart. 
B. Relying on the ease of forgiveness will develop an hab- 
itual state of sin and insincere contrition. 
C. By postponing our conversion we will bring ourselves to 
final impenitence. 
3. The causes of presumption are: 
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A. Selfcomplacency, in consequence of which we fail to seek 
the help of God’s grace. 

B. Lack of the fear of God, in consequence of which we do 
not dread His justice. 

4. The remedies are: 

A. Humility, that should arise from the consideration of our 
sinful unworthiness. 

B. The fear of hell in case death should find us in the state 
of sin. 

V. Desparr. (1 John, ii, 1.) 


Consists in abandoning all hope of salvation and of the means 
to obtain it. Cain (Gen., 413) and Judas. 
I. Its causes: 

A. Lack of confidence in the power of God’s grace by which 
we can overcome temptation, no matter how great and 
no matter how deep-seated our habits of sin. 

B. Lack of confidence in God’s mercy, ever ready to forgive 
a repentant sinner. 

C. The example of the sinful world in which we live. 

. Its cure: | 

A. A realization of God’s power over satan; v. g., as illus- 
trated in the lives of sinners who became great saints— 
St. Mary Magdalen, St. Augustine, the repentant thief. 

B. The realization that former failures were due to reliance 
on our own weak selves rather than on the grace of God, 

C. Frequentation of the Sacraments, whereby one will mote 
abound in God’s grace. 


VI. Love or Gop—A Passion. (John, xiv, 23.) 


1. Passion is a strong impelling attraction to some object. 

. It may be so strong as to direct one’s whole life. If turned 
to evil purpose, it may lead to grave sin and moral debase- 
ment; v. g., avarice, lust, anger. Nero, Cromwell, Napo- 
leon. 
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_ If turned to a good purpose, it makes one’s life noble; v. g., 
passion for study, science, patriotism, discovery. Illus- 
trated by such men as St. Thomas, Columbus, Washington. 
_ Devoted to the service of God, it makes a saint. St. Francis 
of Assisi, passion for the poor; St. Francis Xavier, pas- 
sion for the heathen; St. Paul, passion for the heathen, etc. 
. By making our love for God a dominating passion, 

A. We can almost entirely remove sin from our lives. 

B. We can make our lives sublime. 

C. We can give a grand purpose to all the acts of our lives. 
D. We can become close friends with God. 

E. We can progress rapidly in holiness. 

F. We can become saints. 


VII. Love or Gop—Its MEAsureE. (Matt., xxii, 37.) 


. Everything in the world can be measured: distance, weights, 
electricity. In each case there is a standard or unit of 
measure. 

. Even human love and friendship has a standard of measure— 
sacrifice, by which we are able to calculate how much love 
we have for another. By this standard, compare the love 
of ordinary friends with that of a mother for her dying 
child. 

. Consider, by this measure, the extent of Christ’s love as shown 
by His Incarnation, life and death. 

. Let us measure our love for earthly things: wealth, ambition, 
pleasure, human friends; i. e., how much are we willing to 
sacrifice for them? 

. Our love for God should be an ever increasing love; i. e., we 
should be ready to sacrifice more for Him than ever before. 
. Our love for God should be supreme: a willingness to sacrifice 
more for Him than for any creature. 


. Asa pledge of our readiness to make great sacrifices for Him, 
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let us gladly make whatever sacrifices are daily presented 
to us out of love for Him. 


VIII. Love or Gop—Its Errscts. (1 John, iv, 16.) 


1. Habitual love of God should be the element in which our soul 
lives. 
2. The effects of this habit will be: 

A. To sustain our spiritual life by the abundance of grace it 
will bring to us. 

B. To strengthen our union with God, because love is the 
bond of union. 

C. To make our every act, even the slightest, meritorious, for 
the love of God will supernaturalize every thing we do. 

D. To develop all other Christian virtues, for they proceed 
from the love of God; v. g., prayerfulness, humility, 
purity, honesty, fraternal charity. 

E. To sweeten our trials and temptations. 

F. To spiritualize our joys. 

. Hence we should cultivate this habit by: 

A. Learning to live in the recollection of God’s presence; 

B. Repeating the act of Love many times a day; 

C. Performing even ordinary acts explicitly out of love for 
for God; v. g., sleeping, working, recreation. 

D. Making this motive decide our doubts. 





DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY 


TuE LovE OF THE SACRED HEART IS THE LOVE OF GOD AND 
oF Our NEIGHBOR 


“I give you a new commandment: that you love one another: as I have 
loved you.”’—John, xiii, 34. 

After his fall into sin King David exclaimed: “Who will give 
me wings like a dove, and I will fly and be at rest” (Ps., 54). 
St. Augustine explains that by these wings are meant the means 
of grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are withdrawn from all 
love of creatures and enter into a perfect union of God and the 
soul, with no occasion for sin. Other interpreters of the Scrip- 
tures understand. by the two wings of the dove, for which King 
David asks, the twofold charity which should adorn every Chris- 
tian heart, namely, the love of God and the love of the neighbor. 
Both wings, St. Bernard declares, are needed by the Christian 
soul to wend its straight flight toward Heaven, as with only one 
of these wings it will be impossible to attain that sublime goal. 
Where the love of the neighbor is not joined to the love of God, 
the latter alone will not avail for eternal salvation. The true 
lover of the Heart of Jesus must, therefore, strive to acquire 
the love of the neighbor. When the Divine Saviour was about 
to return to His Father, by the way of His bitter Passion, He 
said to His Apostles, and through them to all disciples of His 
Sacred Heart: “I give you a new Commandment, that you love 
one another, as I have loved you” (John, xiii, 34). God had 
already in the old Law (Deut., vi, 5, and Levit., xix, 18), made 
the love of our neighbor a strict obligation. Jesus, by speaking 
of a new commandment, would have us understand that this 
commandment is particularly renewed by Him, and is not to be 
looked upon as an obsolete and superseded law. 

A symbolic representation of this twofold charity is the mag- 
nificent throne that King Solomon had constructed for himself 


from purest gold and precious ivory (3 Kings, 19). Two 
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hands on either side were holding the seat, representing the love 
of God and of our neighbor. If you would erect a throne for 
yourself in Heaven, you will have to support it by the love of 
God, and, at the same time, by the love of your neighbor. 
Moses, incensed at the transgressing by the people of the 
three first Commandments, broke not only the tablets containing 
these, but also the tablet containing the Commandments of love 
towards the neighbor, because true love of the neighbor ceases 
when the love of God is no longer present. As the moon re- 
ceives its light from the sun, so does true charity toward one’s 
neighbor receive its ardor, its fire, its light, from the love of God, 


otherwise it is not the genuine, true, God-pleasing love. 

Hence, dear brethren, we must conclude that without this two- 
fold love all other virtues lose their supernatural value. This 
twofold love alone makes us worthy of approaching the Heavenly 


banquet. 

The Sacred Heart possessed this twofold love of God, His 
Heavenly Father, and of mankind, His brethren. And His 
favorite disciple, John, who was allowed at the Last Supper to 
repose upon the most Sacred Heart, was also possessed of this 
twofold love. In his advanced years he untiringly exhorted his 
companions in the words: “Children, love one another.” This, 
he held, was the essence of'the Lord’s commandments. 

The saints of God were filled with this charity and considered 
it the only means of exercising all other virtues. 

Dear brethren, let us also be penetrated by this twofold love, 
and let us practice works of charity toward our neighbor on the 
numerous occasions of our daily association with them. Thus 
only shall we be true imitators of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, of 
whose love of God and man St. Paul exclaims: “Be ye, there- 
fore, followers of God, as most dear children; and walk in love, 
as Christ also has loved us, and hath delivered Himself for us, 
an oblation and a sacrifice to God, for an odor of sweetness” 
(Eph., v, 1). Amen. 





CONFERENCES FOR THE HOLY;NAME SOCIETY 


BY THE REV. THOMAS M. SCHWERTNER, 0O.P. 


I. THE MIssIon oF THE Hoty NAME SOCIETY 


Dear brethren: Never, perhaps, in the history of the world, 
unless it be in the days when our Blessed Saviour Himself trod 
the earth, have men lived in more stirring and momentous times 
than the actual present. The great international war is chang- 
ing the face of the world, and with the change vast possibilities 
for good are thrown in our way. Scores of the social ideas and 
economic fetiches which men have sworn by in the past are be- 
ing ruthlessly destroyed. In the turmoil of the hour there are 
many who attempt to lay unholy hands upon that most sacred 
inheritance of the past which Jesus Christ promised would endure 
until the end of time. But whatever else may change, we are 
certain that not so much as one jot or tittle of the revealed reli- 
gion of Christ will go down in the present maelstrom. And not 
only shall religion remain untouched as far as its essentials are 
concerned, but it is true that the opportunities for its increase 
and deepening will be multiplied by the present breaking-up of 
the social order. 


Signs of Religious Awakening 


Everywhere in the world to-day we see signs of an awakening 
toa deeper religious sense, if not an actual return to Catholicism. 
Abroad, the men who have lived and fought in the trenches have 
returned to their homes—when they did return—with a con- 
sciousness that life had taken on a new meaning for them. Men 
who have looked death in the face for days together can never 
be quite the same afterwards. They have learned not only to 
recognize the dignity of life, but to realize that there is a be- 
yond. By hard schooling they have been taught, even if only in 
ahuman way, the sublimity of the Catholic doctrine of unselfish- 
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ness and sacrifice. In the face of appalling dangers they have 
learned the efficacy of prayer, just as the infidel does who ina 
storm at sea falls involuntarily upon his knees. Those who have 
not the true faith, or have lost it, have been struck dumb with 
awe at the sight of the courage, patience and fortitude of the 
Catholic who holds fast to his religion and its practices. No 
wonder, then, that there has been a deepening and broadening 
of the religious sense of all European peoples. No wonder that 
in every country the churches are crowded with worshippers— 
the mothers, wives, sisters and sweethearts of the men who are 
“out there” fighting—who are lifting up arms to Heaven in 
prayer for their brave men, and for the courage and strength 
to do their own part in sustaining them. 

In our own country this renascence of religion is visible ina 
threefold manner: 

First of all, we find a widespread feeling of bigotry abroad, 
which is nothing else than a futile attempt of the forces arrayed 
against Catholicism to counteract its rapidly growing influence. 
Men who are aware that the Catholic Church is making giant 
strides in our midst, realizing their inability to hinder her on- 
ward progress, hate her, and in their hatred seek every oppor- 
tunity of placing her in a false light, representing her as the 
enemy of our national ideals and institutions. 

In the second place, there is a large contingent of our people 
who, whilst not professing the faith, still realize that the Church 
is doing a beneficent work in the land. Indifferentists to all reli- 
gions though they may be, they are broadminded enough to ad- 
mit that far from being a menace to our country, the Catholic 
Church, by the inoculation of the virtues which make a people 
great, is one of its best assets. 


In the third place, there is noticeable in the ranks of professing 
Catholics a marked deepening of piety. The fact that so many 
of our men are under arms to-day has made the undemonstrative 
piety of our Catholic women break forth in unwonted fashion. 
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Besides the excellent assistance they are rendering in a material 
way, our Catholic women feel that they are not doing their 
whole duty by their country unless they storm the gates of 
Heaven by prayer, not only for their own beloved ones who may 
be fighting under the colors, but also for the righteous cause in 
which they are engaged. In the fields and cantonments our men 
are making a splendid display of their faith, and the urgent cry 
for more Catholic chaplains is a proof that they feel the need 
of the support of their religion in the hours of dreadful crisis 
through which they realize they must pass, sooner or later. Only 
those priests who have worked in populous centres where re- 
cruiting is large can give a fair estimate of the number of back- 
sliders and renegades who, previous to donning the kahki uni- 
form, have thought it well to make their peace with God. There 
is scarcely a Catholic soldier who does not carry the beads with 
him, or wear upon his breast the medal or scapular of our 
Blessed Lady. Clean of heart, mind and life as most of our 
Catholic men are, they have joined the forces with the firm de- 
termination of trying to show forth the spiritualizing effects of 
Catholicism, without relinquishing entirely their desire and priv- 
ilege of indulging in legitimate entertainment and recreation. 
And in the very front rank of our Catholic manhood on the bat- 
tle line stand the Holy Name men, who believe that as their 
Society in times of peace has been the strong bulwark of their 
lives, so, too, in the searching hours of conflict, loneliness and 
absence from home, will it prove one of their main supports, 
helping to keep their hearts stout. 


The Powers of the Holy Name Society 


If so many of our soldier-Catholics, as also those who for one 
reason or another have been left behind, recognize in the Holy 
Name Society a powerful agency for good, it is but formal ac- 
knowledgment of the fulfillment of the high hopes and expecta- 
tions which the Church herself has ever had with regard to the 
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Society. Now, what does the Church expect from the Holy 
Name Society, which seven hundred years ago was established 
by the direct command of the Vicar of Christ to offset evils 
which in their own way recall some of the social sores from which 
contemporary society is suffering? 


First of all, the Holy Name Society was designed as a means 
of eliciting from the hearts of Catholic men an expression of 
their firm belief in the Divinity of Jesus Christ, and the per- 
enduring nature of His work. We think it is safe to say that 
there are few Catholic men in our country to-day who entertain 
for so much as one moment a wilful doubt as to the Divinity of 
Christ. By His miracles and His works, by the ineffably beau- 
tiful example of His life, by the fulfillment of all the prophecies, 
by His Resurrection through His own power—all of which are 
sufficiently proved by the Scriptures and have been made suffi- 
ciently familiar to Catholics through the preaching of the Word 
of God—our Catholic men are firmly convinced that Christ was, 
as He claimed to be, the “Son of the living God.” But this firm 
belief in Him has suffered to some extent in its expression, owing 
to the atmosphere of worldliness and materialism which is 
abroad, and the bitter struggle for existence which is the ordi- 
nary lot of man. By calling upon our men to stand boldly forth 
as the champions of Christ, His specially chosen defenders, the 
doughty figures who see in every blow directed at the Church a 
blow aimed directly at the Christ, the Holy Name Society has 
succeeded in enlivening the faith of our men. There is nothing 
which a normal man so much loves as a fight. He likes to feel 
that he is trusted, and that he has been especially picked out to 
stand forth as the champion of a cause which, whilst surpass- 
ingly beautiful in itself, is through bigotry and hatred maligned 
and assailed. If men love to fight for their country, the history 
of the world proves that they also like to fight for religion. And 
it is precisely this martial spirit, this readiness and willingness 
to take Christ’s side, to defend Christ’s Church, which to the 
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average red-blooded Catholic constitutes the most powerful 
appeal of the Holy Name Society. 

And when men have assembled in defense of a cause it is easy 
to discipline them. The hundreds of thousands of our men who 
have been called to the colors differ on as many thousand mat- 
ters; but when it is a question of conforming to military rules in 
order to insure military success, they are ready to undergo any 
hardships, to make any personal sacrifices. And so, too, when 
our Catholic men are enrolled in the Holy Name Society to de- 
fend and vindicate Christ’s honor and divinity, it is easy to bring 
them regularly to the Sacraments, since this is, as it were, a part 
of the military duty which they must render the “Incomparable 
Captain” of their souls. It is a marvel to the world how easily 
the Holy Name Society draws thousands upon thousands of men 
monthly to the Communion-rails; and the blessings resulting 
from it are noticeable, not only in the home and the workshop, 
but in civic life as well. Now, it would be impossible, humanly 
speaking, to lead such countless numbers of men to the Eucha- 
ristic table monthly unless the spark of faith in Christ smoulder- 
ing in each individual soul had been fanned into a powerful flame. 
This awakening of faith in Christ, and love for Him and for His 
Church, by means of the Holy Name Society, has made it pos- 
sible for the life of grace to grow through the operation of the 
Sacraments. 


It is for this reason, then, that the Holy Name Society has a 
noble and lofty mission to perform in our country to-day. If 
faith is always necessary to salvation, its manifestation to-day 
is doubly necessary, not only because these are trying times, but 
also because our age has once more turned its face towards the 
eternal hills, seeking to find Him who stands thereon, preaching 
words of life and light and righteousness. Many, indeed, in 
search of faith have turned in the wrong direction, or have lis- 
tened to the voice of those who, profiting by the need which men 
feel for religion to-day, have for their own reasons, or perhaps 
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advantage, preached false doctrines. But the Holy Name So- 
ciety, with its legions of men, has turned directly to the Christ, 
promising that it will accept and defend His Word, which can- 
not pass away, and practice His religion, in which there is sal- 


vation. 





CONFERENCES FOR YOUNG MEN 
THE SOLDIER OF JESUS CHRIST 


BY THE REV. H. C. HENGELL 


I. THe Recruit SWEARS TO SAVE A SOUL 


By the Sacrament of Confirmation the Christian becomes a 
recruit in the army of Jesus Christ. He is invested with the sol- 
dier’s uniform, the indelible spiritual character supernaturally 
impressed upon his soul. He is provided with weapons and 
ammunition, the gifts and fruits of the Holy Ghost. 

The recruit, however, requires regular and systematic daily 
training in order to become an efficient soldier in the Army of 
Jesus Christ. If after receiving his uniform and equipment he 
does little or nothing, he deserves to be dismissed in disgrace. 

The soldier’s training is partly theoretical and partly prac- 
tical. He must study his handbooks of drill and the camp regu- 
lations, and he must practice these drills and observe many regu- 
lations every day. He must train himself mentally and physi- 
cally so as to be ready at the sound of the bugle or the officer’s 
command for concerted action with his military company in 
fighting for his country. 

The soldier of Jesus Christ must likewise train himself both 
in the theory and in the practise of Catholic faith. He must 
study his handbooks of religion, especially that wonderful little 
book the Catechism, and he must also drill his soul by self-dis- 
cipline and prayer every day. He must train himself mentally, 
morally, and spiritually so as to be ready, upon the inspiration 
of God’s grace or upon the call of His officers, for united action 
with the Church militant in the defense and propagation of 
Catholic truth. 

When the new citizen is born, he is bathed and clothed. After 
some years he will arrive at manhood, and he may be called to 
the colors and made a soldier. 

Thus also when the citizen is received into the Church he is 
baptized and clothed with sanctifying grace. When the proper 
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time and opportunity come, he is called to the standard and spe- 
cial service of Jesus Christ by the Sacrament of Confirmation, 
The call to this standard and special service is universal. No 
Christian is exempt, nor would any Christian wish to be exempt 
from a service which is more a privilege than a duty. 

Dressed in a clean uniform, erect, alert, and respectful, the 
soldier presents a pleasing appearance to his officers and fellow 
soldiers. Not the least of his duties and privileges is to take 
good care of his material uniform and equipment. 

Invested with increased sanctifying grace and the Sacramental 
character of Confirmation, honest, obedient and reverential, the 
Christian soldier presents a most pleasing appearance to his 
Lord and Master and to his fellow Christians. Not the least 


of his duties and privileges is to understand and to take good 
care of his spiritual uniform and equipment. 
The warp and woof of the Christian soldier’s spiritual uni- 


form and equipment is the grace of God in its various manifesta- 
tions. The soldier of Jesus Christ will, therefore, try to get a 
clearer grasp of what this grace means to him. Consulting his 
handbook, the Catechism of Christian Doctrine, he will be re- 
minded that the final object of man’s life on earth is to know, 
to love, and to serve God ; that is: to honor God by saving at least 
one soul for which Christ died—his own soul. 

The Christian soldier will not let himself be fooled into yield- 
ing assent to the high sounding but superficial assertion of 
worldly-minded men that man’s only object in life is to serve 
his fellowmen or humanity. He will see readily that without 
God as the final goal of humanity it isn’t worth while to do any- 
thing for humanity. Without God humanity must finally be lost 
anyhow, but with God and under God humanity is worth serving 
and saving for eternity. 

To render easy the realization of man’s purpose to honor God, 
God Himself has bestowed on man certain powers and gifts, both 
natural and supernatural. The natural gifts enable even the 
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heathen who has never heard of God to perform many works 
of natural virtue and goodness which entitle him to a natural 
reward but not to the supernatural bliss of Heaven. The 
supernatural gifts which God bestows on the Christian, how- 
ever, raise him to a higher state than that of mere nature. They 
enable man to become holy, to be a son and heir of God, and 
they entitle him, if he uses them well, to supernatural merit and 
eternal supernatural union with God in Heaven. 

Reviewing the Catechism further, the Christian soldier recalls 
that God first created man with a complete uniform and equip- 
ment of both natural and supernatural gifts and powers, but 
mankind, acting in the person of Adam, forfeited the super- 
natural gifts by disobedience and thereby also impaired his 
natural powers, that after that man could not restore himself 
to God’s favor or even do anything to merit or deserve God’s 
help, but that God in His wonderful goodness and mercy sent 
His own Son to redeem man from his sin and folly. This Son 
became Man and by His sacrificial death claimed man’s restora- 
tion and purchased for him the right to grace on earth and the 
right to glory in Heaven. After such reflections the Christian 
soldier realizes more fully that grace, in its strict and proper 
sense, is not a natural but a supernatural gift of God freely 
bestowed on man to enable him to fight for Heaven. 

The Christian soldier thus clearly discerns the need of- grace 
to free man from the miserable autocracy of original sin. The 
many evils in the world, the great world wars, suffering, death, 
sin and crime are a mystery to him until he remembers that this 
mystery is explained by another mystery, the mystery of original 
sin. 

Original sin is the hereditary or inherited sin of mankind, and 
its consequences are everywhere evident. Every human being, 
save the Blessed Virgin Mary, the privileged Mother of God, 
comes into the world in the state of original sin, and yet that 
implies no injustice towards any man on the part of God. God 
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was not bound to keep man from losing his original supernatural 
inheritance. He was not even bound to restore to Adam’s chil- 
dren their lost inheritance of grace. And yet He has in His 
mercy made it possible to recover the essential part of that in- 
heritance ; namely, the sanctifying grace without its original acci- 
dental or merely temporary accompaniment of freedom from 
temptation, suffering and death. Temptation, suffering and 
death do not impair but rather enhance the Christian soldier’s 
chances to merit eternal happiness. Temptations give the Chris- 
tian soldier many opportunities to fight great battles worthy of 
a brave man. 

The Christian soldier should know then that the warp and 
woof of his equipment is supernatural grace, freely bestowed 
for the first time in Baptism and restored and increased perhaps 
many times since by other Sacraments instituted by Christ for 
that purpose. He knows that he receives not merely actual grace 
when and as he needs it, but that unless he prevents it by mortal 
sin, his soul is always invested with habitual or sanctifying grace, 
making him an object of pleasure and delight to God and the 
angels. 

Saint Catherine of Sienna, who was once privileged to see 
something of the spiritual beauty of a soul in the state of sancti- 
fying grace, said that the soul was so bright and beautiful that 
she could not look at it more than an instant. It dazzled her. 
She tried to compare it to the sweet light of the morning, to the 
colors of the rainbow, to the whiteness of the lily and of the 
fresh snow, but she protested against the utter inadequacy of 
such comparisons and declared that she could think of nothing 
on earth with which to compare the beauty of such a soul reflect- 
ing the very image and likeness of God. The soldier of Jesus 


Christ must surely be prepared to sacrifice his earthly life a 
thousand times for the eternal salvation of a soul so trans- 
cendently beautiful. The recruit surely swears to save at least 
one such soul—his own. 
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BY THE REV. REYNOLD KUEHNEL 
XXV. Tue Day or CONFIRMATION 


Within a short time after your little ones receive First Holy Com- 
munion there will come the day of Confirmation. Together with the 
day of first Holy Communion we should consider the day of Con- 
firmation as occasions of the very first importance in our lives. 

In preparing your children for receiving Confirmation it will be 
your duty to gradually unfold to the little ones, as far as they are 
able to grasp it, the mystery of the most Holy Trinity. The child 
knows the Heavenly Father as the Creator of all things, who knows 
all things, sees all things and governs all things. Of the Son of 
God the child knows more, because it has seen pictures of our dear 
Lord, illustrating His life, suffering and death, His Resurrection 
and His return to Heaven. So it comes about that, while the most 
holy Eucharist is a profound mystery to the child, it nevertheless 
has a clear idea of our dear Lord, picturing Him as infant, as child, 
and as man. Now the child must learn something about the third 
Person of the most blessed Trinity, the Holy Ghost. The Holy 
Ghost is that Person of the most Holy Trinity who distributes or 
gives all the graces and spiritual favors which the Son of God, the 
second Person of this adorable Trinity, has earned for us. As often 
as we worthily receive a sacrament, the Holy Ghost gives us a cer- 
tain share of graces which Jesus earned for us by suffering and 
dying for us. The oftener we receive the sacraments well disposed 
the more generous will the Holy Ghost be in giving us a rich share 
of graces. 

As our dear Saviour has instituted a sacrament in which He gives 
Himself to us, body and soul, flesh and blood, as God and as man, 
so He has also instituted another sacrament in which we receive the 
Holy Ghost. As the word implies, the Holy Ghost is a spirit. The 
soul within our body is a spirit, too. But the Holy Ghost is a per- 
fect spirit, without need for anything. Our soul needs the body to 
work for perfection and our souls are not perfect. Like God the 
Father, and God the Son, God the Holy Ghost knows all things, sees 
all things and does all things, and is equal in every respect to the 
Father and the Son. 
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When the child has had the happiness of receiving the Son of 
God in Holy Communion, then in the sacrament of Confirmation it js 
to receive the third Person of the most blessed Trinity. And az it 
is to receive Him whole and entire, just as it receives the Son of 
God whole and entire in Holy Communion, it is to receive all graces 
or gifts which He calls His own. This should demonstrate to the 
little minds what the sacrament of Confirmation means. 

By worthily receiving the sacrament of Confirmation we are fitted 
out with all graces necessary to be temples of the Holy Ghost. We 
become living temples of the Holy Ghost, and we are made soldiers 
of our dear Saviour, to fight and suffer for Him, indeed, to die for 
Him if that be necessary to confess our faith. 

Now you understand that a soldier requires many things for the 
battle. He must have his weapons, clothing, tents, meals, and medi- 
cal attention if he be injured. The proper equipment of a soldier 
means for him a great deal. Without the necessary equipment a 
soldier is not fit for his profession. In order to fight the good fight 
successfully, the Christian must be equipped with the means to re- 
sist and conquer the enemies of his salvation. In the sacrament of 
Confirmation the Holy Ghost enters into our souls and gives us all 
the spiritual equipment, all the spiritual weapons, namely, the graces 
and the strength to vanquish these enemies and to become soldiers 
of the Son of God. 

The struggle against the world, the flesh, and the devil will not 
appear to us a hopeless fight when we have been armed with the 
weapons of the Holy Ghost. It is He Himself who fights with us, 
and for us, if we make proper use of the means He so generously 
puts at our disposal. 

You will, therefore, have much to explain to your children in re- 
gard to this constant struggle against the enemies of our soul, and 
the opportunities for giving them practical lessons will not be lack- 
ing. But even after Confirmation the child will by no means be pet- 
fect. Persist in calling the attention of the child to the wonderful 
sacrament it has received, and by word and deed inspire it to make 
better use of the graces resulting from this great sacrament. The 
indifferent child, the lazy child, the disobedient child, the lying child, 
should be frequently told about the Holy Ghost, His zeal, His love, 
His truth, His fervor, to urge the child to practise the virtues 
opposed to its particular inclinations to evil. 

On the day of Confirmation clothe your children becomingly but 
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not extravagantly ; let them understand that the joy and happiness 
of the day is spiritual rather than temporal. 

If you have the choice of sponsors for Confirmation look for 
those who can really be of spiritual help for your children. Select 
those to whom you would like to entrust your children should God 
see fit to take you from this world before your children can, look 
out for themselves. Some parents have the satisfaction of seeing 
their children settled for life, and even see their grandchildren grow 
up, while other parents are called from this life when their children 
are young. Against the possibility that God may take you from this 
life before your children are grown up, select for them sponsors into 
whose hands you may safely trust your children. If the priest 
selects the sponsors, you may rest assured that he makes the right 
selection. 

In Confirmation the child receives an additional patron saint and 
is given his or her name. See that the child learns something about 
his or her patron saints. 

It is remarkable how much boys know about ball players, how 
much they can tell us about the standing of the various clubs of a 
league. Ask them what they know of their patron saint and they 
can tell you nothing. It should be the task of mothers to teach their 
children a few facts about the saints whose names were given them 
in Baptism and Confirmation. But, alas, even many mothers of the 
present day take very little interest in matters of this kind, because 
spiritual reading has gone out of fashion. Children are not worldly- 
minded by nature. None are more receptive for the things that are 
of God than little children. They love to hear about the holy an- 
gels, about the Christchild, about saints and about God. They are 
actually crying for this spiritual bread, and there is no one to give 
it to them. Of course, if they hear nothing but worldly topics dis- 
cussed at home, with never a mention of God, they gradually will 
begin to think that there is no room for God anywhere, and so they 
fall into the evil ways of their godless parents. It requires a good 
tree to bring forth good fruit. If you want your children to be 
saintly children you must be saintly parents. 

Make sure that there are devotional books in your homes, the 
lives of the saints, books of instruction, and place them where chil- 
dren cannot help but see them and read them. If you do not know 
where to procure such books the parish priest will be glad to give 
you the names of the books and of booksellers. Nor will it be 
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enough for you to procure these books. You will have to read them 
first, that you may know just what is to be read by your little ones, 
Ask them from time to time what they have read, and examine them 
about the things they have read. It may be that what they have 
read has not been fully grasped. Explain whatever has not been 
fully understood. 

Now is the time you have your children under full control. They 
are like wax in your hands. You may give them any mold you wish. 
It is in your power to make them little saints, and it is also in your 
power to make them fit for prison and hell. As you train them, so 
will they probably be for life and eternity. 
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A COURSE OF INSTRUCTIONS IN CHRISTIAN DOCTRINE 
THE CREED (Concluded) 


53. HEAVEN 


The particular judgment takes place immediately after death, and 
every man is rewarded according to his works, for God, who judges 
all, is just and omniscient. Well for us if we are numbered among 
“the dead who die in the Lord,” and are free from sin and full of 
love of God, for then Heaven is our portion, our lot and our inheri- 
tance. Heaven is a place of the purest and most intense joy, that 
is marred by no admixture of sorrow. St. John in the Apocalypse 
tells us that in the Heavenly Jerusalem there shall be no more death, 
nor mourning, nor crying, nor sorrow. The happy souls there have 
no reason to suffer, desire or fear anything, and all sorrow proceeds 
from one of these sources. St. Augustine thought that it was easier 
to say what was not in Heaven, than what was actually there. Let 
us follow his advice to-day in trying to form some idea of its joys. 

The oppressed, the miserable and the heavy-laden should rejoice 
in the knowledge that their sufferings belong only to their place of 
exile, and not to their Heavenly home. There they will be free from 
every burden, and God will wipe away the tears from their eyes, 
and give them perfect rest and peace of mind, all anxieties being 
forgotten. 

No matter how great the cravings of the human heart may be, 
they will be satisfied with the delights of Heaven, which are far be- 
yond our comprehension. None of us are ever completely con- 
tented or perfectly happy in this world; complete contentment and 
perfect happiness are reserved for the saints in Heaven, who drink 
of the water that quenches all thirst for ever. Pope Gregory re- 
marks that the thirst is not quenched, nor the desires gratified, once 
for all, but that the thirst is quenched and the desires gratified as 
often as they make themselves felt, so that the saints are always and 
never satisfied. They enjoy all that they wish for, and hence they 
are satisfied ; but they always wish for what they enjoy, and so they 
remain in a state of desire. But because the wish is not the outcome 
of any deficiency, and because their enjoyment results in no surfeit, 
they are perfectly happy, in spite of this intermingling of craving 
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and gratification. They can never sorrow, since they have nothing 
to suffer, to desire or to dread. They know that their state of hap- 
piness will last for ever; so they cannot fear its loss. On earth all 
is liable to decay and change, but in Heaven it is otherwise, as every 
soul perceives at its entrance into glory. 

The hearts of the redeemed in Heaven are overflowing with the 
most intense joy. St. Anselm bids us notice that on earth joy enters 
into the heart of man, but in Heaven the heart of man enters into 
joy ; his whole soul with all its capacities is plunged into a boundless 
ocean of delights, and loses itself in joy, that is neither created nor 
natural, neither human nor angelic, but belongs to God Himself. 
How unspeakably good God is! He wills His elect to participate in 
His own happiness, and shares with them all that He possesses, 
This is what St. Paul means by telling us that eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart of man, what things 
God hath prepared for them that love Him (1 Cor., ii, 9). The con- 
templation and love of God, and the possession of God resulting 
from them, cause the souls of the blessed to enjoy raptures such as 
we cannot imagine. The contemplation of God is the source of all 
the happiness in Heaven. The saints see Him face to face, not in 
any dark and mysterious way, as the patriarchs and prophets beheld 
Him, nor as in a glass or a picture, but as He really is, in all the 
glory and splendor of His perfection, majesty and beauty. The 
innermost secrets of God lie revealed to their gaze, they comprehend 
the mysteries of the Trinity, the Incarnation, the Redemption and 
government of the world. The saints perceive the just and merciful 
intentions with which God distributes the good things of this life 
so unequally, and permits evil to prevail. They understand why the 
wicked prosper, whilst the righteous suffer many tribulations; in 
short, as Pope Gregory says, they see everything, because they be- 
hold Him who sees all things. It is vain to attempt a description or 
an explanation of what the saints feel, when they see God face to 
‘face. St. John the Evangelist tells us that this sight raises, ennobles 
and transforms the soul, making it resemble God Himself. In 
Heaven all is in God, and God in all; all things reflect His infinite 
perfections, and share His Divine nature, joy and happiness. 

This resemblance is no doubt produced chiefly by the ardent love, 
that is a necessary result of the direct contemplation of God. It is 
by no mere accident, but in virtue of His very being, that God is 
the purest, greatest, best, most beautiful and infinite goodness. Who 
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can behold Him without amazement and love? Surely so priceless 
a possession can be acquired only at an infinite cost? No, my breth- 
ren, let us thank God for His mercy in offering it to us for a very 
trifing price. If only we are faithful to Him in little things, per- 
forming the duties of our station, and bearing the trials that He 
sends us, we are sure of Heaven. Sometimes it may cost us a violent 
effort to be faithful even in little things, but this is of small impor- 
tance, and we should bear in mind St. Paul’s words: “I reckon that 
the sufferings of this time are not worthy to be compared with the 
glory to come that shall be revealed in us” (Rom., viii, 18). Amen. 





THE COMMANDMENTS 


1. Tne TEN COMMANDMENTS 


The ten commandments are a summary of all law. God gave 
Moses many instructions but he received only two tables of stone, 
which were preserved in the Ark and called the tables of the testi- 
mony. All God’s other laws depend upon the Ten Commandments, 
which fall into two groups, those inculcating our duty towards God, 
and those inculcating our duty towards our neighbor—in other 
words, the law of charity towards God and man, “on these two com- 
mandments depend the whole law and the prophets.” God Himself 
is the author of this law, and His own words, as well as innumerable 
passages of Holy Scripture, bear testimony to this fact. Every man 
is aware that God has impressed upon his mind a law, enabling him 
to distinguish right from wrong, and good from evil, and the force 
of this law is identical with that of the written law of God. This 
is one proof that God must be the author of both alike. 

This interior light had been almost obscured by men’s persistence 
in immorality and wrong-doing, and when God gave the law to 
Moses, He wished to restore its former brilliancy to it, in order that 
no one, on hearing that the law of Moses was abolished, should sup- 
pose himself free from all obligation to obey the other laws, for it is 
certain that we are bound to obey these laws, not because they were 
given us through Moses, but because we were born with them im- 
pressed on our minds, and because they were expounded and con- 
firmed by Christ. 

Therefore God Himself gave the law, the wisdom and justice of 
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which none can question, and the infinite force of which none cap 
escape. When God commanded men through the prophets to keep 
His law, He said: “I am the Lord.” We ought to thank Him for 
letting us thus know His will, on which our temporal and eternal 
welfare depend; and for our own sake we ought to do our best 
always to act in accordance with it. 

Three days before the law was given, God ordered all the Israelites 
to wash their garments and refrain from all uncleanness, that they 
might the more worthily receive it. On the third day all were sum- 
moned to be present, but Moses alone was permitted to ascend the 
mountain. God appeared in all His majesty, in thunder, lightning 
and dense mist, and then He began to speak to Moses, and gave him 
the law. In His Divine wisdom He acted thus in order to remind us 
to receive His law with pure and humble hearts, and that any neglect 
of these commandments would bring down upon us the punishments 
inflicted by God’s justice. 

St. Augustine gives the reason why the commandments of this 
law impose no hardship upon us: “How can anyone assert,” he asks, 
“that it is impossible for man to love his Creator and Benefactor, 
his most loving Father, and also to love his neighbors? He that 
loveth, hath fulfilled the law.” Hence, St. John the Evangelist says 
that God’s commandments are “not heavy,” inasmuch as nothing 
more just and beneficial could be required of men. If anyone 
pleads the frailty of nature, as an excuse for not loving God, he 
ought to consider that God, who demands this love, implants it by 
His Holy Spirit in our hearts, and this Holy Spirit is given by our 
Heavenly Father to all who ask Him for it. 

All men are bound to obey God’s law; let no one fancy himself 
exempt from this obligation. St. Paul says: “Circumcision is noth- 
ing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the observation of the com- 
mandments of God” (1 Cor., vii, 19); and elsewhere he says: 
“Neither circumcision availeth anything, nor uncircumcision, but a 
new creature” (Gal., vi. 15). By “a new creature” he means one who 
obeys God’s laws, and whoever does this, loves God. Man may be 
justified and may amend his life before he observes all God’s com- 
mandments in his outward actions, but no one, who enjoys the use 
of reason, can become good and just, unless from his heart he is 
ready to observe them all. 

Rich are the rewards given to those who faithfully keep the com- 
mandments. They uplift our souls to God and obtain for us true 
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joy and wisdom; but it behooves us to keep them less for our own 
advantage than for God’s sake. He reveals His will to men in these 
commandments, and we ought to obey them, and, like the rest of 
creation, do His will. 

Let us reflect further how God in giving us these laws displayed 
His goodness and mercy, for He might have forced us to serve Him 
without any recompense, but, as it is, He has combined His glory 
and our advantage in such a way that, what tends to our good, 
redounds to His glory. Thus in the observance of God’s law lies an 
abundant reward, consisting less of earthly happiness than of heav- 
enly joys, which we can merit by holy and just works with God’s 
merciful assistance. 

Of all the nations in the world, God chose the descendants of 
Abraham to be His people, and promised them the land of Canaan; 
yet 400 years elapsed before this promise was fulfilled, and whilst 
the Israelites were wandering in various countries, God never for- 
sook them, but defended them from all their enemies. Before they 
went to Egypt, He sent a man thither, whose prudence saved the 
inhabitants of that country from starvation. In Egypt they multi- 
plied so greatly that Pharao feared them and tried to diminish their 
number, but God delivered them and sent Moses to guide His People 
to Canaan. During their long sojourn in the desert He gave them 
His laws, written on two tables of stone. These are briefly: 

. Thou shalt believe in one God. 

. Thou shalt not take the name of God in vain. 
. Thou shalt keep holy the Sabbath: day. 

. Thou shalt honor thy father and mother. 

. Thou shalt not kill. 

. Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

. Thou shalt not steal. 

. Thou shalt not bear false witness. 

. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s wife. 

10. Thou shalt not covet thy neighbor’s goods. 

These ten commandments are still binding upon us, and Jesus 
Christ impressed upon us afresh the need of observing them, if we 
wish to enter into eternal happiness. Let us therefore study each 
commandment carefully, and, as we do so, we shall realize how 
necessary and beneficial it is for us to observe them, and conse- 
quently we shall strive to obey them with greater readiness and 
zeal. Amen. 
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2. THE LOovE oF Gop 


Love is not merely a matter of sentiment, but it concerns also the 
faculties of the soul. Whoever really loves another, delights in 
thinking of him, speaks frequently of him, and cherishes such hearty 
good will towards him that he is always striving to please him, whilst 
he is very careful not to displease him in any way. This is the sort 
of love that we should have for God. It is not a momentary emo- 
tion, nor is it a sentiment, but it is real good will. Whoever loves 
God, delights in Him, and is determined to do everything that will 
please Him, and to avoid everything that is contrary to His most 
holy will. Now the commandments tell us what God desires of us, 
therefore our love of Him is a hearty good will that manifests itself 
in their observance. 

This love of God is universal, effective, and steadfast. 

a. It is universal, if our readiness to do God’s Will extends to 
all the commandments. We must make no exceptions, but try in 
everything to please Him. 

b. It is effective, if we really accomplish the good works pre- 
scribed by the commandments, and refrain from the evil that they 
forbid. St. John teaches us to love not only in word or in tongue, 
but in deed and in truth (1 John, iii, 18). 

c. It is steadfast, if nothing makes us do anything contrary to 
God’s Will, not the example of others, nor our own misery, nor the 
hope of temporal advantage. 

Moreover we ought to love God for His own sake, because He is 
worthy of all our love, and we ought to try to keep His laws in 
order to please Him. If we do our duty chiefly with a view to our 
happiness in this world, or to secure the praise of men or for any 
other similar reason, we are loving not God, but ourselves, and this 
love is worthless in His sight. Our Lord warned us against it, when 
He said: “Take heed that you do not your justice before men, to be 
seen by them; otherwise you shall not have a reward of your Father 
who is in Heaven” (Matth., vi, 1). The Pharisee in the parable 
acted thus; he made a display of his piety and observance of the 
law, in order to win the esteem of men. Our Lord says that people 
of this kind have already received their reward. I do not mean that 
a man’s love of God is not genuine, if he takes pains to obey the law — 
in order to have eternal life, for our happiness in the world to come 
consists in our union with God, and so whoever loves God for the 
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sake of this reward, seeks his supreme happiness in God, and looks 
upon Him as his highest good. This line of thought is in complete 
harmony with God’s Will, and is not a mark of selfishness. 

We must love God above all things, with our whole heart, mind 
and strength. Nothing is so worthy of our love, therefore nothing 
ought to lead us to disregard His Will. A man who loves God 
above all things, is firmly resolved to forego happiness and advan- 
tages and to endure persecution, tortures and even death, rather than 
transgress the law of the Lord. It often costs us a great deal to 
obey the commandments; we may have to sacrifice our prosperity, 
peace, happiness and amusements in order to do so. Christ says: 
“He that shall lose his life for my sake, shall find it. What doth it 
profit a man if he gain the whole world, and suffer the loss of his 
own soul?” (Matth., xvi, 25, 26). The Apostles underwent every 
imaginable hardship in the discharge of their duty, and yet they 
said: “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? shall tribula- 
tion? or distress? or famine? or nakedness? or danger? or persecu- 
tion? or the sword?” (Rom., viii, 35). 

Since we are bound to love God above all things, we must never 
break our resolution to keep the law, and so we ought frequently to 
renew our good will, and thus make this resolution the guiding 
principle in our lives. In the sight of God nothing is so important 
as the faithful observance of His commandments, and we can please 
Him by no other means. Our true happiness depends solely upon 
our obedience to His law, and we should often meditate on this fact, 
for He possesses all perfections and is supremely worthy of our love. 
A remembrance of these truths will help us to delight in Him and to 
live according to His will. We may be asked how often a Christian 
ought to make an act of love, though it is a strange question. It is 
quite plain that we are bound to love and obey God, as soon as we 
know Him and His holy will. We must make good resolutions, 
whenever we ask for forgiveness of our sins; and the only way of 
really sanctifying holydays is by means of good resolutions and 
dispositions, and by keeping the laws laid down for their observance. 
Surely it is our duty every day to promise obedience and love to 
our Heavenly Father, remembering what genuine love of God 
means, 

Another obligation, arising out of our love of God, is to do every- 
thing for His honor, and to try in all things to accomplish His will. 
“Whether you eat or drink, or whatsoever else you do, do all to the 
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glory of God” (1 Cor., x, 31). We honor God, when we make Hig 
will the rule controlling all our actions, and use everything as He 
would have us use it. It is not enough to obey Him in great and 
important matters; we must act conscientiously also in little things, 
We must avoid little faults as well as serious offences and grievoys 
sins. We must do all the good works prescribed by the law, whether 
they be productive of great results or not. We must strive to act 
with exactitude, courage and promptitude, so that we may accus- 
tom ourselves to do right; and in this way we shall increase in the 
love of God. Amen. 





3. Tue Love or Our NEIGHBOR 


1. The relations in which human beings stand to one another are 
very various and complex; there are many things that cut us off 
from one another—differences in rank, wealth and taste give rise 
both to friendships and enmities, and differences in religion separate 
not only nations but individuals. Love of our neighbor ought to 
be superior to all these differences, and exist quite independently of 
them, for it ought to embrace all humanity without exception—all 
mankind in general, and each human being in particular. 

Nature teaches us this lesson, but it was impressed upon us far 
more emphatically by Jesus Christ. We were all made by the same 
Creator in His own likeness, formed of the same clay and endowed 
with the same faculties. Why then should we make distinctions, 
loving some and hating others? When God created us, He showed 
no preference, and excluded none of us from His love. Christ's 
doctrine and example convey the same lesson, and bid us love all 
men without exception or difference. This law is binding upon all, 
high as well as low, and those who are above others in rank or posi- 
tion, are peculiarly bound not to be proud and domineering, but 
gentle and considerate towards their subordinates. In the parable 
of Dives and Lazarus our Lord insists that it is the duty of the 
rich to be loving and merciful to the poor, and that any wealthy man, 
who refuses to recognize a poor man as his neighbor, deserves eter- 
nal damnation. Our Lord included even our enemies in the law of 
love and said: “You have heard the law, ‘Thou shalt love thy neigh- 
bor and hate thy enemy’; but I say to you, Love your enemies, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them that persecute you.” 
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Even those who differ from us in religion are our neighbors, as we 
learn from the parable of the Good Samaritan, who showed himself 
the neighbor of the wounded traveler ; for the Jews and Samaritans, 
asa rule, were bitter enemies. 

In short there is no one whom our Divine Saviour se as un- 
worthy of our charity, and He taught His followers to do good to 
all, like our merciful Father in Heaven, who makes His sun shine 
on good and bad alike, and is kind to all, even to the ungrateful and 
wicked. Christ’s life on earth was an irrefutable confirmation of 
His doctrine ; none could complain of being treated uncharitably by 
Him. He went to raise the daughter of a prominent Temple official 
from the dead: He welcomed the poor blind beggar by the wayside, 
and came to the help of the neglected sufferer by the pool of Siloe; 
He recalled His friend Lazarus to life, and He healed Malchus, one 
of those sent to arrest Him. He readily granted the centurion’s 
prayer, and did not disdain the Samaritan woman at the well. If 
we need further proof that Jesus loved all men without exception, 
we need only think of His prayer on the cross for His enemies, and 
of His death for the salvation of all mankind. Are not the words 
and actions of our dear Saviour and Master enough to make us too 
regard all men as our brethren, and love them as ourselves? Yet, 
nevertheless, we seem unconvinced of the duty of practising this 
universal charity, and many are sadly deficient in it, since every 
sharp word or trifling insult arouses their fury, every advantage 
enjoyed by another stirs up not only their envy, but their hatred, so 
that they eagerly avail themselves of every opportunity to injure 
him and rejoice over any misfortune that befalls him, and either 
secretly or openly treat all whom they dislike with hostility. Such 
persons heed very little the words and example of our Divine Master, 
who sought to inculcate universal love of our fellowmen. The uni- 
versality of Christian charity is one of its chief features. Unless 
we love ali men, we do not possess Christian charity, such as Jesus 
taught and practised; we are not His followers, nor are we true 
Christians. No, we must love all men, as He loved them, and now 
we have to consider what sort of love is required of us. 

2. The law of charity is too important for our Divine Saviour to 
have left us in any doubt as to the way in which to obey it. He 
determined the measure of our charity, and laid down a general rule 
anyone could understand: “Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself,” 
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How do we love ourselves? The answer to this question will 
show us how to love our neighbor. Where our own happiness or 
prosperity is at stake, we are conscientious and honest over our 
work. We try to discover our own good qualities, and do our ut 
most to further our own interests, to avoid troubles, and to secure 
the good things that we desire. We are frank, honest and straight 
forward with ourselves for our own advantage. In addition to all 
this we display great zeal and activity, for we are not satisfied with 
loving ourselves to the extent of wishing for good things, but we 
strive to obtain them; we seize every opportunity of getting on, and 
employ all sorts of means to secure what we want. We exert all our 
powers, we shrink from no expenditure of money or labor, we ask 
help of others and expect them to do their best for us—in short, we 
are indefatigable in our efforts for our own welfare, and our self- 
love is as beneficent as it is honest. This is the way in which we 
ought to love our neighbor, not in word only, but in deed and in 
truth. We feel in our hearts an unfeigned desire to avoid evil and 
enjoy happiness, and we ought to wish the same for our fellowmen, 
and sympathize with them in their joys and sorrows, showing our 
love in readiness to serve and help them. 

In the parable of the Good Samaritan our Saviour shows us most 
plainly that this sympathy and willingness to serve are duties. This 
good man saw the poor sufferer and sympathized with him, feeling 
his sorrows as if they had been his own. Compassion, such as under 
similar circumstances he would have wished to receive, filled his 
heart, and moved him to render actual service. He did all that was 
in his power to relieve the wounded man, pouring oil and wine into 
his wounds and binding them up; he sacrificed his own convenience 
and delayed his journey by his charity, and spent money in provid- 
ing comforts for the stranger. This Samaritan certainly loved his 
neighbor as himself. 

Does not this story make us feel ashamed when we think how 
little we do for our fellowmen? We live in an age when a great 
deal is said and written about charity, as if we were all filled with 
this virtue. Almost everyone likes to pose as a friend of humanity, 
and tries to appear gentle and courteous, using affectionate language, 
making plausible promises, and uttering all sorts of assurances of 
esteem and devotion. But were it possible to read the secrets of 
the heart, we should soon see that this is mere lip-service, concealing 
the feelings of hatred, revenge and envy that really prevail, so that 
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all these professions of charity are hypocritical. Again, many peo- 
ple, far from helping their neighbor, try in every way to bring loss 
and misery upon him. Others are ready to make protestations of 
sympathy, and talk as if they were indeed good Samaritans, but they 
are very careful to avoid sacrificing their own comfort, or incurring 
a little expense and inconvenience for the sake of others; no, like 
the priest and the Levite, they pass by and do nothing. They do 
not love others as themselves, nor do they possess the genuine, active 
charity which Jesus Himself practised, and which He requires of us. 
Remember that this genuine, active charity is indispensable, if we 
are to be true Christians, and if we are not to be cut off from God, 
since “God is charity, and he that abideth in charity, abideth in God 
and God in him.” Let us, therefore, love one another and all our 
fellow-creatures honestly and in deed, as we love ourselves; if we do 
this, we shall receive the rich reward promised us by Christ, inas- 
much as this love will make us children of God and heirs of the 
Kingdom of Heaven. Amen. 
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A SERIES OF APOLOGETIC DISCOURSES 


XIII. THe INDESTRUCTIBILITY OF CHRISTIANITY 


No sooner had the infant Church begun to grow, and the leaven 
of Christ’s grace and doctrine to work, than enemies arose, anxious 
to destroy Christianity. They did not think that this would be a 
difficult task, for if once the shepherds were slain, the flock would 
scatter. Consequently they laid hands on the Apostles, although 
even this proceeding seemed hardly necessary, since Gamaliel, a man 
highly respected by the Jews, advised them to refrain from meddling 
with the Christians and said: “Let them alone; for if this work 
be of men, it will come to naught, but if it be of God, you cannot 
overthrow it” (Acts, v, 38). This was good advice, for men’s 
work does not last, but soon passes away, especially if it runs coun- 
ter to human pride and passion. Gamaliel was right, and it was 
really superfluous to persecute the Christians. Nevertheless, Christ 
had foretold the persecutions, and God permitted them to arise. 
Christians have suffered at the hands of Jews and Gentiles, and in 
every country and every age. They have been persecuted by the 
state, by the learned and by the ignorant, and it is impossible to 
describe all the tortures that they have endured. And for what 
reason? We cannot fathom all God’s designs, but we acknowledge 
their wisdom. Gold is tried in the furnace, and Christians in suf- 
fering and affliction. Our Saviour was hated and persecuted, and 
the disciples must be like their Master. But there was one thing 
that God particularly desired the persecutions to effect, viz., to 
prove the impossibility of destroying Christianity. Gamaliel said: 
“If this work be of God, you cannot overthrow it.” This is what 
God intended; men might bring all their cunning, hatred and vio- 
lence to bear upon Christianity, and would never succeed in de- 
stroying it. This fact would prove beyond all question that God 
was its author. The testimony of blood, the strongest and most 
convincing of all kinds of testimony, was to uphold the truth and 
divinity of Christ’s teaching. 

In the Acts of the Apostles we read of an occurrence that may 
be taken as typical of the hostility that Christianity would encounter. 
Some of the Jews came forward to dispute with Stephen, and as 
they could not resist his wisdom and spirit, they suborned men to 
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bear false witness against him, they stirred up the people and they 
denounced him to the government. Finally, when Stephen defended 
himself they cast him forth and stoned him. We see that the ene- 
mies of Christianity begin with words. The Jews treated Stephen 
and the other disciples just as the Pharisees had treated our 
Saviour. They tried to show that there were contradictions in the 
doctrine taught, they looked upon the new religion with suspicion, 
as being unpatriotic and hostile to the state, and they despised the 
Christians as foolish and credulous. It was not long before pagans, 
too, came forward as opponents of Christianity. Lucian, who has 
been called the Greek Voltaire, held it up to ridicule in his Peregri- 
nus, and spoke with the utmost scorn of Christian charity and en- 
durance of martyrdom. He laughed at Christianity, knowing well 
that nothing is more deadly than derision. He was followed by 
others, two of whom, as Harnack says, are a host in themselves. 
These were Celsus and Porphyry. The former wrote two books 
against Christianity in which he discovered nothing good. He calls 
it the bastard of Judaism, the most debased of all religions. He 
shows great skill in representing the sects as antagonistic to the 
Church, and Christ as at variance with the Apostles. All that was 
good in Christ was, according to Celsus, borrowed from the Greek 
philosophers, and everything original was error and deception. He 
considers the Resurrection nonsense, and faith in Divine Providence 
an absurd piece of presumption. Being a shrewd man, Celsus 
understood how to make his views sound very plausible, but Por- 
phyry was a still more dangerous foe. St. Augustine calls him a 
great and learned philosopher and a bitter opponent of Christianity. 
He wrote fifteen books against the Christians; he displays a certain 
amount of respect for our Lord’s person, but has an intense desire 
to overthrow His teaching. With vast study of Holy Scripture and 
inexhaustible industry, he collects everything that appears to him 
offensive or contradictory in the Christian religion, and evinces pecu- 
liar dislike of its teaching regarding the creation and end of the 
world, and our Lord’s incarnation and resurrection. 

What did these men effect? They did what they could, and did 
it as well as any of their successors. If we collect all that in sub- 
sequent ages has been said and written against our holy religion, 
we must confess that Celsus and Porphyry said it all, and said it, 
in many cases, with more intelligence and shrewdness; and yet they 
accomplished nothing, for they could not resist the wisdom and 
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spirit of Christianity. Aristides, Justin, Apollinaris, Athenagoras, 
and above all Origen came forward as the champions of our faith, 
and wrote the most brilliant works in its defence, and now no one 
troubles about Lucian, Celsus and Porphyry, whilst every one has 
heard of Origen, the man of brass and steel, as he has been called, 
who, according to Epiphanius, wrote several thousand books in de- 
fence of Christianity. We admire him so much that we feel grateful 
to Celsus for having aroused such a giant. If you were to study 
Origen’s writings, you would see how accurately he answers all 
his opponents’ objections, and how thoroughly and cleverly he re- 
futes them. For instance he triumphantly disproves the assertion 
that Christianity attaches no value to. education and learning and 
is a religion fit only for simpletons. He declares education and 
learning to be excellent things, and says that Christianity, far from 
depreciating them, encourages and promotes them. He skilfully 
turns the reproach of novelty into an argument in support of Chris- 
tianity, by pointing out that, though it is not long since Christ 
founded His Church, no mere human being could possibly have 
accomplished so much in so short a time. He challenges any one 
to convert even a hundred persons from vice and wantonness, and 
make them good and virtuous, yet Christianity has, he says, suc- 
ceeded in transforming countless multitudes, in spite of the most 
stubborn opposition on the part of emperors, rulers, generals and 
governors in towns and also among the people. Christianity tri- 
umphed everywhere, and thousands of converts were made in 
Greece and in every country of the world. Does not this prove 
that it must be of Divine origin? (Orig. c. Celsum 3, 48; 1, 26 
sq.). When we read words like these we are filled with confidence 
and assurance. If new enemies come forward to assail Christianity, 
individuals among us, being ignorant of history, may feel alarm, 
but we know that our foes can do nothing; even such men as Har- 
nack and Haeckel are pigmies in comparison with Celsus and Por- 
phyry, and their arguments have long ago been refuted by Origen 
and other Fathers of the Church. Let them therefore do their 
worst; we need not be afraid, and may boldly tell them that they 
are too late; all their statements were made ages ago by men who 
were unable to resist the wisdom and spirit of Christianity. No 
philosopher or scholar has ever destroyed, or ever will destroy, the 
Church of Christ; all that her enemies attempt adds to her triumph, 
since Christianity comes from God, and is not the work of men. 
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s, In his latest work Harnack speaks of his predecessors, Celsus 
h and Porphyry as if he almost regretted their failure to destroy 
le Christianity ; he accounts for their want of success by saying that no 
AS professor can triumphantly resist a universal religion like Chris- 
d, tianity, unless indeed he wields the sword as well as the pen of a 
e- reformer (Die Mission, p. 356). Neither Celsus nor Porphyry 
ul wielded the sword, nor, happily, does Professor Harnack wield it; 
y but have not many other foes used it against Christianity? The 
ll Jews, being unable to refute what St. Stephen said, nevertheless 
e- began to persecute the early Church, for they imprisoned the Apos- 
mm tles and stirred up both the Roman governors and the populace 
id against them. It is a remarkable fact that to the present day wher- 
id ever the most virulent attacks have been made upon Christianity, 
m Jews have always had something to do with them, and they found 
ly apt pupils in the pagans! 

s- You surely have heard of the terrible persecutions during the 
st first few centuries; as many as thirty Popes suffered martyrdom, 
ve and we learn horrible details from the Acts of the Martyrs and the 
ne writings of the Fathers. Nero accused the Christians of setting 
id Rome on fire, and many were covered with pitch and burnt as torches 
c- in his gardens; he also caused St. Paul to be beheaded and St. 
st Peter to be crucified. Trajan had no desire to hunt out the Chris- 
ad tians, but he put them to death if accusations were brought against 
i them and they refused to deny their faith. It was in Trajan’s 
in reign that St. Ignatius was thrown to the wild beasts. Hadrian em- 
ve powered the Roman governors to execute Christians simply on the 
26 ground of their faith. Marcus Aurelius went further and authorized 
ce the tracking down of Christians; it was in his reign that St. Poly- 
Ys carp was burnt to death. Decius carried on a vigorous persecution, 
m, aimed particularly at the bishops. Valerian used to exile priests in 
if the first instance, but, because that did not silence them, he ordered 
i them to be slain. Christian officials were removed, deprived of their 
en property and beheaded. It was in this reign that St. Cyprian and 
eit St. Lawrence, the deacon, died as martyrs. The most merciless 
ey persecution of all took place under Diocletian, who issued four edicts 
ho of gradually increasing severity against Christians. Many had their 
No legs broken, others were burnt, others flayed alive; fresh tortures 
he were constantly devised, and the executioners were exhausted, so 
oh, great was the number of victims. People of all ranks perished, but 


especially aristocrats and women; we read of the martyrdom of 
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Agnes, Lucy, Anastasia, Afra and many others. The persecution 
spread to all parts of the Empire. Thousands perished whose names 
have not come down to us, although some are recorded in the Roman 
Martyrology. 

If Christianity had been of merely human origin, it would have 
been uprooted, but, as it was, these persecutions effected noth- 
ing. Many Christians were slain, but many others at once took 
their places; churches were destroyed, and the faithful had to hide 
in the Catacombs, but no sooner had the persecution ceased for a 
while, than they came forth and rebuilt their temples, making them 
more beautiful than before. We may even assert that Christianity 
benefited by persecution, which not only lopped off dead branches 
and purged away false doctrines, but also promoted the external 
growth of the Church in a very wonderful manner. A farmer, who 
wishes to increase his seed corn, plants it in the earth. This isa 
symbol of the Church, regarding which Tertullian writes very beau- 
tifully (Apol., 50): “You may torture and rack us, but what does 
your cruelty avail? The more you mow us down, the more does 
our number increase. The blood of martyrs trickles from their 
mangled bodies and falls on to the fruitful soil of the Church, where 
it brings forth fresh Christians: Semen est sanguis Christianorum.” 
Yes, the blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church—it has ever 
been the most glorious evidence of the truth of Christianity, and 
furnishes, as St. Augustine says, a threefold testimony to it. One 
witness may believe in Christ, but hardly have courage so much as 
to whisper His name; another believes and boldly confesses his be- 
lief; a third, besides believing and confessing, actually dies for 
Christ’s sake. The testimony of the third is the greatest of all 
(Augustine, Sermo 286). The testimony of blood has a marvelous 
effect. Think again of St. Stephen; among those who stoned him, 
one was conspicuous for his violence, and he guarded the clothes of 
the rest, because, as St. Augustine says, he desired thus to cast 
stones by the hands of all who stoned Stephen (Augustine, Sermo 14 
de Sanctis). Did Saul not heed the sight of the saint borne down 
by the heavy stones? Had his prayer for his enemies no effect? 
We can judge for ourselves—for Saul was soon afterwards cot 
verted and became Paul, the Apostle of the Gentiles. Stephen's 
death was indeed precious; the martyr’s triumph was glorious! A 
simple deacon died, and by his death bestowed upon the world the 
great Apostle, who converted thousands to Christianity. Was no 




















RELIGION; FAITH; THE CHURCH 85 
in this case the martyr’s blood the seed of fresh Christians? And 
the same story was repeated again and again. When a Christian 
was about to suffer, the pagans assembled, partly out of curiosity, 
partly to satisfy their desire for bloodshed. They saw these men, 
who were always in danger of death, standing calmly to receive their 
sentence ; they heard their fearless profession of faith, and saw them 
enduring most terrible tortures with patience, whereas the utterance 
of a single word would have secured their freedom. Not men alone, 
but women, children and maidens suffered martyrdom. St. Ignatius 
actually longed to encounter the wild beasts, and St. Lawrence jested 
as he was being roasted to death. Must not the spectators, if they 
were capable of serious reflection, have said to themselves: “A relig- 
ion with such witnesses, a faith imparting such courage and stead- 
fastness, must be good”? Would they not eventually arrive at the 
conclusion that Christianity owed its origin to God, and not to men? 
St. Jerome writes: “Anyone who has witnessed the heroism of the 
martyrs under torture, and their exultation in the midst of their suf- 
ferings, must perceive how the sweet fragrance of a true knowledge 
of God arises from their blood, and must realize in the secret 
recesses of his heart the truth of the Gospel, since otherwise men 
would not defend it with their lives.” Semen est sanguis Christiano- 
rum. New Christians spring up from the martyrs’ blood, and their 
testimony is the strongest and most convincing proof of the truth 
of Christianity. 

Yes, Christianity is absolutely unconquerable; neither the skill 
of unbelievers nor the violence of the rabble can overthrow it, and 
we know that this must be the case, for our Divine Redeemer prom- 
ised that the gates of hell should never prevail against His Church. 
The promise was made in the first instance to St. Peter, His imme- 
diate successor, and it is written in letters of gold round the dome 
of St. Peter’s in Rome, above the Apostle’s tomb. It is well for us 
often to call this promise to mind, since Christianity still has many 
enemies, who would fain destroy it and make it vanish from the 
face of the earth; but we feel no alarm, because we know it to be 
invincible, since it is Divine. Our forefathers rejoiced when they 
were called upon to shed their blood for the faith. It is an honor 
for us to be the descendants of martyrs; would that we always acted 
in accordance with this dignity! Non magna loquimur, sed magna 
vivimus, exclaims St. Cyprian—our deeds, and not our words, are 
great. This should be the aim of every Christian now, as it was 
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during the persecutions; but alas, we still hear the cry: panem e 
circenses, give us food and amusements—it behooves us, as Chris- 
tians, to show that we have higher ideals, and do not shrink from 
pain and the cross, under whatever form we may have to bear it, 
There is much indifference towards the doctrines and command- 
ments of Christianity, some are too careless, others too cowardly, to 
acknowledge their faith. Let us Catholics, the descendants of mar. 
tyrs, never forget our glorious forefathers, but regard our holy faith 
as our most precious treasure, professing the same proudly and joy- 
fully both in deed and in word, but especially in deed, for words 
alone are not enough. Magna vivimus, yes, great, heroic deeds befit 
all who are worthy to be called Christians. Amen. 
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OF GOD 


To the Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, Bishops, and Other Ordinaries 
in Peace and Communion with the Apostolic See. 


BENEDICT XV, PopE 
Venerable Brethren Health and the Apostolic Benediction 


It was the desire of Jesus Christ once He had wrought the 
Redemption of the human race by His death on the altar of the 
Cross, to lead men to obey His commands and thus win eternal life. 
To attain this end He used no other means than the voice of His 
heralds whose work it was to announce to all mankind what they 
had to believe and do in order to be saved. “It pleased God, by 
the foolishness of our preaching, to save them that believed” 
(1 Cor., i, 21). He chose therefore His Apostles, and after infusing 
into the minds, by the power of the Holy Ghost, the gifts in 
harmony with their high calling, “Go ye into the world,” He told 
them, “and preach the Gospel” (Mark xvi, 15). Their preaching 
renewed the face of the earth. For if the religion of Christ has 
withdrawn the minds of men from errors of every kind to the 
truth, and won their hearts from the degradation of vice to the 
excellence and beauty of every virtue, assuredly it has done so 
by means of that very preaching. “Faith then cometh by hearing; 
and hearing by the word of Christ” (Rom., ix, 17). Wherefore, 
since by God’s good pleasure things are preserved through the same 
causes by which they were brought into being, it is evident that 
the preaching of the wisdom taught us by the Christian religion is 
the means Divinely employed to continue the work of eternal 
salvation, and that it must with just reason be looked upon as a 
matter of the greatest and most momentous concern. That preach- 
ing, therefore, must form the object of Our special care and atten- 
tion, particularly so, if in any way it may have lost perhaps some 
of its original perfection or its efficacy may have been impaired. 

Here then, Venerable Brethren, is a burden added to the other 
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misfortunes of these times, with which, more than any one else, 
We are tried. For if We look around us and count those who 
are engaged in preaching the Word of God, We shall find them 
more numerous perhaps than they have ever been before. If on 
the other hand We examine the state of public and private morals, 
the constitutions and laws of nations, We shall find that there is a 
general disregard and forgetfulness of the supernatural, a gradual 
falling away from the strict standard of Christian virtue, and that 
men are slipping back more and more into the shameful practices of 
paganism. 

The causes of these evils are varied and manifold: no one, how- 
ever, will gainsay the deplorable fact that the ministers of the Word 
do not apply thereto an adequate remedy. Has the Word of God 
then ceased to be what it was described by the Apostle, living and 
effectual and more piercing than any two-edged sword? Has long- 
continued use blunted the edge of that sword? If that weapon does 
not everywhere produce its effect, the blame certainly must be laid 
on those ministers of the Gospel who do not handle it as they should. 
For no one can maintain that the Apostles were living in better 
times than ours, that they found minds more readily disposed to- 
wards the Gospel or that they met with less opposition to the laws 
of God. 

In view, therefore, of the gravity of the subject, alive to the 
responsibilities of the apostolic office and warned by them, animated, 
moreover, by the example of Our two immediate Predecessors, We 
realize that it must be Our earnest endeavor everywhere to bring 
back the preaching of the Word of God to the norm and ideal 
to which it must be directed according to the command of Christ 
Our Lord, and the laws of the Church. 

In the first place, Venerable Brethren, We must look for the 
causes of our deviations from the right path in this matter. They 
may be reduced to three: for either the one chosen to preach is not 
the right person, or his office is not performed with the right inten- 
tion, or in the right way. 

For the duty of preaching, as the Council of Trent teaches, “is 
the paramount duty of Bishops” (Sess., xxiv, De. Ref., c. iv). And 
the Apostles, whose successors the Bishops are, looked upon it as 
something peculiarly theirs. St. Paul writes: “For Christ sent us 
not to baptize, but to preach the Gospel” (1 Cor., i, 17). And 
the other Apostles were of the opinion that: “It is not reason 
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that we should leave the Word of God and serve tables” (Acts, 
vi, 2). But although preaching is properly the duty of Bishops, 
nevertheless, since it is impossible that they should always or every- 
where be able to discharge it in person, distracted as they are by 
the many cares which they meet in the government of their churches, 
they must of necessity comply with this obligation through others. 
Wherefore it cannot be doubted that all those who in addition to 
the Bishops are thus engaged, are employed in the performance 
of an episcopal duty. Let this then be the first law laid down: 
that no one on his own responsibility undertake the office of preach- 
ing. In order to fulfil that duty everyone must have a lawful 
mission, and that mission can be conferred by the Bishop alone. 
“How shall they preach, unless they be sent?” (Rom., x, 15). Now 
the Apostles were sent and sent by Him who is the supreme Pastor 
and Bishop of our souls (1 Pet., ii, 25) ; so, too, were the seventy- 
two first disciples; nay, St. Paul himself, although constituted by 
Christ a vessel of election to carry His name, before Gentiles and 
kings (Acts, ix, 15), entered upon his apostolate only after the 
elders in obedience to the command of the Holy Ghost, “Separate 
me Saul for the work” (Acts, xiii, 2), had imposed hands upon 
him and sent him forth. The same practice was constantly fol- 
lowed in the early days of the Church. For all without exception, 
both those who distinguished themselves in the priestly order like 
Origen, and those who later on were raised to the dignity of the 
episcopate, like Cyril of Jerusalem, John Chrysostom, Augustine 
and the other more ancient Doctors of the Church, undertook the 
office of preaching with the sanction and authority of their Bishops. 

But now, Venerable Brethren, the custom seems to be far differ- 
ent. Among our sacred orators, there are too many to whom might 
well be applied that complaint which the Lord makes through the 
Prophet Jeremias: “I did not send prophets, yet they ran” (Jer., 
xxiii, 21). For the man, who owing to his peculiar bent of mind, 
or any other cause, should choose to undertake the ministry of the 
Word, finds easy access to the pulpits of our churches as to a drill- 
ground where any one may practise at will. Therefore, Venerable 
Brethern, it is your duty to see that such a grave abuse should 
disappear, and since you will have to render to God and to His 
Church an account of the manner in which you feed your flock, 
allow no one to creep unbidden into the sheepfold and to feed the 
sheep of Christ according to his fancy. Therefore let no one hence- 
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forth preach in your dioceses except on your summons and with 
your approval. 

Here therefore we would have you pay the greatest heed to whom 
you commit so sacred a duty. By the decree of the Council of 
Trent Bishops are permitted to select for this office those only 
who are “fit,” i. e., those who “can exercise the ministry of preaching 
with profit to souls.” 

“With profit to souls,” well note that the word which expresses 
the rule does not mean eloquently or with popular applause, but 
with spiritual fruit. This is the end for which the ministry of 
the Divine Word is instituted. If now you would have Us define 
more exactly the qualifications of those who are really to be con- 
sidered fit, We answer: those in whom you find the signs of a Divine 
vocation. Whatever is required for admission to the priesthood, 
is likewise needed if one is to be considered eligible and fit for the 
office of preaching. “Neither doth any man take this honor to 
himself, but he that is called by God” (Heb., v, 4). Such a vocation 
is easily determined. For Christ Our Lord and Master, when about 
to ascend into heaven, did not by any means bid His Apostles 
forthwith go into diverse places and begin their preaching: “But 
stay you in the city,” He said, “till you be indued with power from 
on high” (Luke, xxiv, 49). This, therefore, is the sign by which 
you may know whether any one is Divinely called to this task: if 
he “is indued” with power from on high. What this means, Vener- 
able Brethren, may be gathered from what took place in the case 
of the Apostles as soon as they had received power from on high. 
For when the Holy Spirit had descended upon them, not to mention 
here the wonderful gifts with which they were endowed, they were 
transformed from frail unlettered disciples into learned and perfect 
men. If a priest therefore has the required knowledge and virtue 
together with those natural qualifications necessary, without which 
he would be tempting God, he may be considered as having a true 
vocation for the office of preaching and there is no reason why he 
may not be admitted by the Bishop to this ministry. Such is the 
meaning of the Council of Trent when it decrees that the Bishop 
is not to permit any to preach unless they are “of approved virtue 
and learning” (Loc. cit.). Wherefore it is the duty of the Bishop 
long and thoroughly to examine those who are to be entrusted by 
him with the function of preaching that he may find out the nature 
and extent of their learning. If any one acts carelessly and negli- 
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gently in this duty, he clearly offends in a grievous matter, and 
on him will fall the responsibility of the errors which the untrained 
preacher may spread or of the scandal and the bad example which 
the unworthy one may give. 

To make your task easier in this matter, Venerable Brethren, 
We desire that hereafter severe judgment be passed on these two 
points: on the character, namely, and learning of those who seek 
to obtain authority to preach, just as is done on the character and 
learning of those priests who would hear confessions. Whoever, 
therefore, is found defective in either regard must without any 
consideration whatever be debarred from a function for which he 
is not qualified. Your dignity demands this, since, as We have 
said, the preachers are your substitutes. The good of Holy Church 
demands it, for surely if any one should be the “salt of the earth 
and the light of the world” (Matt., v, 13, 14), it is the man who 
is engaged in the ministry of the Word. With these rules duly 
laid down it may seem superfluous to proceed further and explain 
what should be the purpose and method of the sacred function of 
preaching. For if we select our sacred orators in accordance with 
the norm given by Us, they cannot fail to be endowed with the 
requisite virtues, or set before themselves a worthy purpose or 
follow the right method in their preaching. Nevertheless it will be 
serviceable to throw some light on these two points, that thus the 
reason may become clearer why some fall short of the ideal of a 
good preacher. 

The purpose which sacred orators should keep before their mind 
in performing their duty may be understood from the fact that they 
may and ought to say of themselves, as did St. Paul “For Christ 
therefore we are ambassadors” (2 Cor., v, 20). If then they are 
ambassadors of Christ they ought to have the same purpose in 
discharging their office that Christ had in conferring it on them, 
nay, the very one that Christ Himself had while living upon earth. 
For neither the Apostles, nor the preachers who followed the 
Apostles had a different mission from Christ’s: “As the Father 
hath sent me, I also send you” (John, xx, 21). Now we know 
why Christ descended from heaven, for He says expressly: “For 
this came I into the world; that I should give testimony to the truth” 
(John, xviii, 37). “I am come that they may have life” (John, 
x, 10). 

Both these purposes therefore must be carried out by the men 
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who devote themselves to the sacred ministry of preaching. They 
must diffuse the light of truth made known by God, and in those 
who hear them they must quicken and nourish the supernatural life, 
In a word, by seeking the salvation of souls they are to promote 
the glory of God. As it would, therefore, be wrong to call anyone 
a doctor who does not practise medicine, or to style anyone a pro- 
fessor of some art who does not teach that art, he who in his 
preaching neglects to lead men to a fuller knowledge of God and on 
the way of eternal salvation may be called an idle declaimer, but 
not a preacher of the Gospel. And would there were no such 
declaimers! What motive is it that sways them most? Some are 
moved by the desire of vain-glory and to satisfy it: “They ponder 
how they can express high rather than practical thoughts, causing 
weak minds to admire them, instead of working out the salvation of 
their hearers. They are ashamed of what is simple and plain, lest 
they be thought to know nothing else. They are ashamed to give 
milk to the little ones’ (Gillebertus Ab., In Cant. Canticor. Serm. 
xxvii,-2). Whereas Jesus Christ proved by the lowliness of His 
hearers that He was the One whom men were awaiting: “The poor 
have the Gospel preached to them” (Matt., xi, 5). What efforts 
do such men make to acquire reputation by their sermons from the 
size and wealth of the cities and splendor of the great churches 
in which they preach! But since among the truths revealed by 
God there are some which frighten the weakness of our corrupt 
nature, and which therefore are not calculated to attract the multi- 
tude, they carefully avoid them, and treat themes, in which, the 
place excepted, there is nothing sacred. Not seldom it happens 
that in the very midst of a discourse upon the things of eternity, 
they turn to politics, particularly if any questions of this kind just 
then deeply engross the minds of their hearers. They seem to 
have only one aim, to please their hearers and curry favor with those 
whom St. Paul describes as “having itching ears” (2 Tim., iv, 3). 
Hence that unrestrained and undignified gesture such as may be 
seen on the stage or on the hustings, that effeminate lowering of the 
voice or those tragic outbursts; that diction peculiar to journalism; 
those frequent allusions to profane and non-Catholic literature, but 
not to the Sacred Scriptures or the Holy Fathers; finally that volu- 
bility of utterance often affected by them, wherewith they strike 
the ears and gain their hearers’ admiration, but give them no lesson 
to carry home. How sadly are those preachers deceived! Granted 
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that they receive the applause of the uneducated, which they seek 
with such great labor, and not without sacrilege, is it really worth 
while when we consider that they are condemned by every prudent 
man, and, what is worse, have reason to fear the stern judgment of 
Christ? 

Not all however who depart from the right rule and norm, Vener- 
able Brethern, are seeking for nothing but popular applause in their 
preaching. Frequently the preachers who avail themselves of these 
devices do so to attain some other and even less honorable object. 
Forgetting the saying of Gregory: “The priest does not preach 
that he may eat, but should eat that he may preach” (1 Regum, 
lib. iii), there are not a few who, because they think that they are 
unsuited for other labors by which they might be decently supported, 
take to preaching, not that they may worthily exercise the sacred 
ministry, but to make money. We therefore see them devoting all 
their attention not indeed to finding where greater fruit for souls 
may be hoped for, but where preaching reaps a more lucrative 
return. 

Now since nothing except harm and discredit can be expected 
for the Church from such as these, Venerable Brethren, you must 
exercise the greatest care, so that, if you detect any one for his own 
glory or for gain, abusing the office of preaching, you should at 
once remove him from that function. Jor the man who does not 
scruple to defile so holy an office by such an unworthy perversion 
of its end, surely will not hesitate to descend to any indignity, and 
will bring the stain of ignominy not merely upon himself, but upon 
the sacred office also which he so unworthily administers. 

The same severity is to be shown towards those who fail to preach 
properly because they have neglected the acquisition of whatever 
is necessary for performing this function becomingly. What these 
conditions are We may learn from the example of him whom the 
Church has called “the Preacher of truth,” the Apostle St. Paul. 
Would that by God’s mercy We might have many more preachers 

The first lesson, therefore, that We learn from St. Paul is how 
well prepared and equipped he was for preaching. But We do not 
refer now to the learned studies he had assiduously pursued under 
Gamaliel. For the knowledge poured into his soul by revelation 
dimmed and nearly eclipsed the knowledge he had acquired by his 
own efforts, though that the latter knowledge was of no little value 
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to him in clear from his Epistles. Learning, as We have said, is 
absolutely necessary for the preacher, for if he is without the light 
of learning he easily falls into error, since “Ignorance is the mother 
of all errors,” as the Fourth Lateran Council so truthfully observes, 
We would not be understood, however, to mean every sort of 
knowledge, but only that which it becomes a priest to possess, 
that is to say, the knowledge to phrase it briefly, which con- 
sists of a knowledge of self, of God and his duties. For self- 
knowledge, We maintain, will lead a priest to renounce his own 
advantage. The knowledge of God will lead him to make everyone 
else know and love God, and the knowledge of. his office will lead 
him to discharge his own duties and to teach others to do theirs, 
If he lacks these three kinds of knowledge, whatever other learning 
he has, will only puff him up, and will be useless. 

Let us now consider what the Apostles spiritual preparation for 
preaching was. The three qualities of his equipment most worthy 
of note are these: First of all he was a man who always fully 
conformed himself to God’s will. No sooner was he smitten, when 
on the road to Damascus, by the power of the Lord Jesus than he 
uttered that cry so worthy of an apostle: “Lord what will thou 
have me to do?” (Acts, ix, 6). For then and there, as ever after- 
wards, for Christ’s sake he was indifferent to toil or rest, to poverty 
or wealth, to praise or contempt, to life or death. There can be 
no doubt that he made such progress in the apostolate because he 
conformed with such perfect submission to the will of God. Where- 
fore, like St. Paul, every preacher devoted to the salvation of souls 
should .be first of all so zealous for God’s service as to feel no 
concern about who his hearers are to be, what success he will have, 
or what fruits he is to reap. He should have an eye not to his own 
advantage but only to God’s glory. 

But such zeal for God’s service as that demands a soul prepared 
for hardships that it will not avoid labor or trouble of any kind, 
and that is the second quality that was conspicuous in St. Paul. 
For when the Lord had said to him: “I will show him how great 
things he must suffer for my name’s sake” (Acts, ix, 16), he so 
eagerly embraced suffering that he could write: “I exceedingly 
abound with joy in all our tribulations” (2 Cor., vii, 4). Indeed 
if this patient endurance of hardships is conspicuous in a preacher, 
it effaces whatever human weakness there is in him and wins from 
God the grace to produce fruit and gains for his apostolate, to a 
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degree beyond belief, the favor of Christian people. On the other 
hand but little success in moving hearts is attained by those who, 
wherever they go, immoderately desire the comforts of life, and 
provided they deliver their sermons, put their hand to scarcely any 
other work of the sacred ministry, and the result is that they appear 
to be seeking their own ease rather than the good of souls. 

In the third place the “spirit of prayer,” as it is called, is neces- 
sary, the Apostle tells us, for the preacher. No sooner was he 
himself called to the apostolate than he began his supplications to 
God. “For behold he prayeth” (Acts, ix, 11). For it is not by 
pouring forth a copious stream of words, not by using subtle 
arguments, not by delivering violent harangues, that the salvation of 
souls is effected. The preacher who is content with those means is 
nothing but “sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal” (1 Cor., xiii, 1). 
What gives a man’s words life and vigor and makes them promote 
wonderfully the salvation of souls is Divine grace: “God gave the 
increase” (1 Cor., iii, 6). But the grace of God is not gained by 
study and practice: it is won by prayer. Therefore he who is little 
given to prayer or neglects it altogether, vainly spends his time and 
labor in preaching, for in God’s sight his sermons profit neither 
himself nor those who hear him. 

To express briefly, therefore, what We have just said, let Us 
quote these words of St. Peter Damian: “For the preacher two 
things are especially necessary: namely that his words should be 
rich in ghostly wisdom, and that his life should be conspicuous for 
the lustre of its piety. But if a priest is unequal to being both holy 
in life and rich in learning, holiness of life is, without question, to 
be preferred to mere learning. For the example of a saintly life is 
more powerful than eloquence and a studied delivery. .. . The priest 
who discharges the office of preaching should cause showers of 
heavenly wisdom to fall from his lips, and from his life rays of 
piety to shine out, just as the angel in telling the shepherds of Our 
Lord’s birth, both shone with great splendor and expressed in words 
the tidings he had come to announce” (Epp. Lib. i, Ep. i ad Cin- 
thium Urbis Pref.). 

However, to return to St. Paul, if we ask on what subjects he 
was wont to discourse when he preached, he condenses them all 
in these words: “For I judged not myself to know anything among 
you but Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor., ii, 2). To make 
men know Jesus Christ better and better, and to make that knowl- 
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edge have a bearing, moreover, not only on their faith, but on 
their lives as well, was the object of that apostolic man’s every 
endeavor. This was the one object of every throb of his apostolic 
heart. Therefore all Christ’s doctrines and commands, even the 
sterner ones, were so proclaimed by St. Paul that he did not restrict, 
gloss over or tone down what Christ taught regarding humility, 
self-denial, chastity, contempt of the world, obedience, forgiveness 
of enemies, and the like, nor was he afraid to tell his hearers that 
they had to make a choice between the service of God and the 
service of Belial, for they could not serve both, that when they 
leave this world, a dread judgment awaits them; that they cannot 
bargain with God; they may hope for life everlasting if they keep 
His entire law, but if they neglect their duty and indulge their 
passions, they will have nothing to expect but eternal fire. For our 
“Preacher of truth’? never imagined that he should avoid such 
subjects, because, owing to the corruption of the age, they appeared 
too stern to his hearers. Therefore it is clear how unworthy of 
conunendation are those preachers who are afraid to touch upon 
certain points of Christian doctrine lest they should give their 
hearers offense. Does a physician prescribe useless remedies to 
patient, merely because the sick man rejects effective ones? 

le orator’s power and skill is his success in making 
his hearers accept the stern truth he is preaching. How did the 
Apostle unfold the subjects of which he treated? ‘‘Not in the 
persuasive words of human wisdom” (1 Cor., ii, +). It is perfectly 
plain, Venerable Brethren, how important for everybody it is that 
they should thoroughly realize this, since we see that not a few 
of our sacred preachers overlook in their sermons the Sacred 
the Fathers and Doctors of the Church, and the argu- 

ments based on sacred theology, and for the most part make their 
appeals to reason. Unquestionably that is wrong, for in the super- 


Scriptures, 


natural order, merely human resources are of no help whatever. 
But the objection may be urged: The people have no confidence 
in the preacher who insists on Divinely revealed truths. Is that 
true? With non-Catholics, granted. However, iirc the Greeks 
sought the wisdom, forsooth, of this world, the Apostle, nevertheless, 
preached to them Christ crucified. If we direct our attention, how- 
ever, to Catholic people, even those men among them who are 
unfriendly to us, — keep in their hearts the roots of faith. 
Their intellects are blinded because their souls are corrupted. Lastly, 
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what end did St. Paul have in his preaching? Not to please men, 
but Christ. “If I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of 
Christ” (Gal., i, 10). As his heart was on fire with the love of 
Christ, he sought for nothing save the glory of Christ. O that all 
who are engaged in the ministry of the Word were true lovers of 
Jesus Christ. Would that all could repeat these words of St. Paul: 
“For whom (Jesus Christ) I have suffered the loss of all things” 
(Phil., iii, 8), and “To me to live is Christ” (Phil., i, 21). Only 
those who glow with love themselves know how to set on fire the 
hearts of others. Wherefore St. Bernard gives a preacher this 
counsel: “If you are wise, be a reservoir, not a conduit, be full 
yourself of what you preach and do not think it enough to pour it 
out for others” (In Cant. Serm. 18). The Doctor then adds: “To- 
day we have in the Church a profusion of conduits, but how few 
are the reservoirs !” 

We must strive with all our might and main, Venerable Brethren, 
to prevent such a state of things from occurring in the future. For 
itis your duty, by rejecting the unfit and by encouraging, training 
and guiding the fit, to bring it to pass that there should now be 
no lack of preachers who are men after God’s own heart. 

Through the intercession, therefore, of the most Holy Virgin, 
the August Mother of the Incarnate Word Himself, and the Queen 
of the Apostles, may Jesus Christ, the merciful and everlasting 
Shepherd of souls, vouchsafe to look down with favor on His flock, 
fill the clergy with the apostolic spirit, and grant that there may be 
many who will strive eagerly “to present themselves approved unto 
God workmen that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly handling the 
word of truth” (2 Tim., ii, 15). 

As a pledge of heavenly favors and in testimony of Our good-will, 
We lovingly impart the Apostolic Benediction to you, Venerable 
Brethren, and to your clergy and people. 

Given at St. Peter’s, Rome, on the fifteenth day of June, on the 
Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus in the year nineteen hundred 
and seventeen, in the third of Our Pontificate. 
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ANALECTA 





From the Acts of Benedict XV.: 
Indulgences and privileges granted to the Catholic Truth 
Society in Ireland (April 12, 1917), and to the League for 
Daily Mass in the Archdiocese of New York (June 26, 
1917). 


Sacred Congregation of Rites: 

The words ungit totaliter palmas, which the Pontifical 
uses in speaking of the anointing of the hands at the ordi- 
nation of a priest, are to be understood of the interior part 
of the hand including the fingers, according to the mean- 
ing of the Rubrics and of the formula of the Pontifical. A 
soldier priest whose index-finger was lost in battle and who 
obtained permission to celebrate with the middle finger, 
need not have this finger consecrated before he avails him- 
self of the permission (Jan. 12, 1913). 

Declarations concerning organs and musical notation in 
liturgical services (May 18, 1917, June 23, 1917). 

Introduction of the Cause of Beatification of Ven. Anne 
of the Angels Monteagudo, O.S.D. (1602-1686), of Are- 
quipa, Peru (June 13, 1917). 


Sacred Apostolic Penitentiaria: 
The faithful of the Oriental rites may gain all the indul- 
gences which the Holy Father grants by universal decree 
(July 7, 1917). 





CASUS CONSCIENTIAE 
RESERVED CASES 


Case.—George is preaching a mission in the diocese of X. Whilst 
hearing confessions he meets with the following cases, which he 
learns are reserved in the diocese mentioned. 

1. Sarah, a converted Jewess, confesses that she after her con- 
version in 1911, contracted marriage with Isaac before a Lutheran 
Minister. She has now four children. Isaac, she says, is willing to 
have the marriage validated. George absolves her and tells her to 
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consult the Pastor about the marriage. The Pastor refuses to marry 
her until the case has been referred to the Bishop. 

2. Damian, a prominent Holy Name member, confesses that he 
caused great scandal by recently getting married before a civil magis- 
trate, which is a reserved case in the diocese of X. George, with an 
admonition to repair the scandal, absolves him, and bids him have 
his marriage revalidated. 

After four weeks of strenuous labor on the mission, George re- 
turns to the quiet of parochial life. Whilst hearing confessions in 
the diocese of Z, where he is assigned, he has the following cases: 

3. On the eve of the Ascension, Bertha comes to Confession accus- 
ing herself of sending, without reason, her children, to the public 
school, which case is reserved to the Bishop of Z. As Bertha has 
not been to Confession in two years, George at once absolves her. 

4. Leaving the church he is summoned to the parlor to hear the 
confession of a priest. It is Joseph, a religious, who accuses himself 
of having violated the vow of poverty, the absolution of which he 
says his superior reserved to himself. 

Questions—1. What changes of legislation with regard to re- 
served cases have been effected by the decree of the Holy Office of 
the 13th of July, 1916? What are the cases mentioned in the decree 
in which the confessor may absolve from sins reserved to the 
Bishop? 

2. Does the above decree affect those cases reserved to the Ordi- 
nary in the Bull Apostolicae Sedis? 

3. Does the above decree affect the cases reserved to Bishops by 
the Third Plenary Council of Baltimore? 

4. Does the decree of the Sacred Congregation “De Religiosis,” 
Aug. 5th, 193, affect the cases reserved by religious superiors ? 

5. Did George rightly absolve in the cases proposed to him? If 
so, on what grounds? 

Solution—Ad 1m. According to the decree of the Holy Office, 
July 13, 1916, episcopal reservation ceases in the following cases: 

(a) Reservation ceases ipso jure with regard to the sick not able 
to leave the house, wishing to go to Confession ; with regard to those 
confessing, about to contract matrimony ; as often as, in the prudent 
judgment of the confessor, the faculty of absolving cannot be asked 
without a grave inconvenience to the penitent, or without danger of 
violation of the sacramental seal. 

(b) Reservation also ceases if, in a certain particular case, the 
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faculty of absolving has been asked and was refused. It ceases, 
however, for that case only. 

(c) During the entire time set aside for the fulfillment of the 
Easter duty parish priests and those in jure considered such, may 
absolve from all reserved episcopal cases. 

(d) Missionaries during the time of the mission have the same 
powers. 

(e) Lastly, penitents incurring a reservation in one diocese, may 
be absolved by any approved confessor in another diocese where 
such reservation does not exist, even though they go there precisely 
for obtaining Absolution. 

Ad 2m. The above decree does not affect the cases reserved to 
the Bishops in the Bull Apostolicae Sedis, as these are of Papal leg- 
islation. 

Ad 3m. With regard to the cases reserved by the Plenary Coun- 
cil of Baltimore, there is at present a diversity of opinion whether 
they are affected by the present decree. There is grave authority 
for maintaining that they are not affected, as the scope of the date 
decree seems to be to limit the power of individual Bishops. There 
is, however, also a very grave authority that the decree extends to all 
episcopal cases. No official interpretation of this point has as yet 
been given. 

Ad 4m. The power of reservation of religious superiors has been 
practically taken away by the decree of 1913, according to which any 
confessor approved by the Ordinary can absolve validly and licitly 
every religious, even in cases reserved with censure. 

Ad 5m. (1) As it is doubtful, dubio speculativo, whether George 
had the jurisdiction to absolve Sarah in virtue of the above decree, 
the Church will supply the jurisdiction. 

(2) George undoubtedly had jurisdiction to absolve Damian in 
virtue of the late decree. 

(3) If George was formally or equivalently a parish priest and if 
the confession of Bertha took place during the time for fulfilling the 
Easter duty, the episcopal reservation ceased. 

(4) George validly and licitly absolved Joseph in virtue of the 
decree of 1913. 





